
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 MAY THEY REST IN PEACE:  May God comfort the families and   
 friends of Christine Haskell and Genevieve Oswald…  
 both of whom died during the past week...  
 
 
  Our sincere sympathy and assurances of prayers are extended to  
  Suzette and Joan… Rosemarie… and  the Haskell / St.Laurent and  
  Oswald / Evancho families  
 
  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 

January 14, 2018 

Vigil Lights……………..…..………..    $      72.75  

Weekly Collection………….…........    $ 4,541.52 

Helping Hands ……………………...     $    863.69 

 
   

  Second Collection for January 27 - 28 

     The Church in Latin America 

 

 

“Our readings on this Third Sunday in Ordinary Time remind us that we are each 
called by God to a particular purpose in life. In addition, we must guard against  
being too rooted, so that we can indeed respond to the Lord as a disciple. 
  

Jonah might be called the “reluctant prophet.” God had called Jonah, but Jonah did 
everything he possibly could to resist that call. God is persistent, and calls Jonah 
again. God may be calling us as well over and over; the calling will not cease, but 
our response must be a positive one, just as Jonah’s is. One might say that God 
offers Jonah a new beginning; we, too are offered a new beginning by the Lord, 
and as we enter a new calendar year this may be the time to consider that. 
  

Realizing that it was pointless to resist the will of God, Jonah does go to Nineveh, 
and there he preaches repentance. It is the same message brought by John the 
Baptist and one conveyed by Jesus over and over. Before we can answer a call, 
before we can be disciples, we, too, must repent. 

  

Although brief, the Second Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians carries a message closely  
associated with repentance. Paul warns against being too rooted and attached to the things of this life.  
When Paul says “the time is running out,” he is paralleling Jesus’ words and advice. Jesus said in Matthew 
24:44 “Therefore, you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  

Time is always running out on us. That is why we must seek to repent and respond now, not later. What is 
our calling? It may not come to us in capital letters and clearly, but it is something we must ever be seeking, 
and then trying to fulfill it. Paul’s comments about family are often misinterpreted. He is not encouraging  
neglect of family duties, but he wants us to know that the things of this world - attitudes, emotions, and  
certainly possessions — are not all that matters. We each have a higher calling. 
  

Finally, the Gospel of Mark relates a story very familiar to us when the Lord calls His first Apostles to “come 
after me.” This is in effect the calling heard by Jonah, and what Paul was trying to emphasize to us. Before 
the calling, however, Jesus says again, “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel.” 
We will hear something very similar on Ash Wednesday as Lent begins. 
  

When Jesus says “Repent” it may not mean quite what we think it does. The Lord is not telling us to just feel 
sorry. He is calling us to action. That involves conversion, a change in how we live and what we do.  
Repentance is a change of direction. Also, it is not something we do before we come to God and answer His 
call. It is telling us what coming to God is like, what it requires. 
  

In the original Greek, the word attributed to Jesus for “believe” is pisteuo. That means much more than just 
knowledge or agreement. It speaks of our total trust and dependence on God. It is not just an intellectual  
acceptance, but it is a call to live it out. That is what the Apostles did when Jesus called them. 
  

Note that the Lord says “I will make you fishers of men.” He is speaking of a process, not an instantaneous 
happening. Jesus called His Apostles to do what He did. It was their responsibility to share this with others, 
which is what occurred. Imagine that from that original calling there are now millions upon millions of potential 
disciples. We are still called to do Jesus’ work. It began with two, then four, then twelve and has continued to 
grow through the centuries. Spreading the Good News is still part of what Jesus expects from each of us.  
  



 

 

            Mark your calendars!! 

          Sunday, February 11th… 

          Our Guadalupanos are planning   

            another trip to the Kickapoo     

            Lucky Eagle Casino in Eagle Pass!  
  

Come join us for a good time!  Seating is limited.  

And filling up fast…    
 

Contact:  Elda Garcia @ 210-421-3040  or 

    William Torres  @ 787-599-5972 

   

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
 

January 25 -  Virtues of the Christian Family - Olga Guerrero 

February 1 - Holy Hour - 6 pm 
      Scripture Sharing/Study - Read John 3: 
February 8 - Love of/for Jesus during Lent - Felipa Camarrillo 

February 15 - Fellowship in Rectory - bring something 

February 22 - Suffering - It’s not about the nail - Elizabeth Garant 

Come... experience God’s blessings.  Bring your Bible.  
For more information,  call   Arnold Lopez at 653-4383  
or Olga Guerrero at 210-657-1610. 
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     Catholic Daughters - Afternoon Movie   
     NEXT SUNDAY - January 28th @ 3 pm 
            Carolan Hall 
 

Faith of Our Fathers…  With the Vietnam War raging in 1969, 
two young fathers report for duty. A man of great faith and a 
doubtful cynic.  
 

A quarter-century later, their sons, Wayne and John Paul, meet as 
strangers... guided by handwritten letters from their fathers from 
the battlefield.  They embark on an unforgettable journey to The 
Wall - the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.  
 

Along the way, they discover the devastation of war cannot break 
the love of a father for his son.  
 
  Come join us for this great film!!  96 min… rated PG-13 

 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
19 de enero   -  el don de la adoracion eucaristica 
26 de enero   -  cantar de los cantares 
  2 de febrero - la Hora Santa 
  9 de febrero - Que significa Miercoles de Ceniza - Rosalba Silva 
16 de febrero - Dios te ayudara - Bertha Raigosa 
23 de febrero - Comienza la Lucha - Martha Cisneros 
 

 
           St. Thomas More  Knights of  Columbus - Council #7386 
                    22nd Annual Valentine’s Dance 
 

                     Saturday, February 10, 2018 
                    Featuring: “Mark Perales Band” 
            STM Carolan Hall - Doors open at 7 pm / Music 8 pm - Midnight 
 

                       BYOB - Liquor Only 
                    (Food, Beer, Wine, Set-ups available) 
 

                    Tickets:  $15 per person (Reserved Tables Available) 
                Information:  Frank Guzman    @ 210-287-1907 
                          Emilio Guerrero @ 210-867-3954 

 

        DEALING WITH GRIEF? 
 

  Are you or someone you know Divorced, Widowed,  
       or Separated and hurting?  
 

  The February 16-18 Beginning Experience Weekend  
  Retreat will help you deal with the grief process.  
 

  It offers an opportunity for turning the pain of loss into   
  a growth experience.  
 

  People in any stage of life who have experienced such a 
  loss can benefit from the retreat.   
 

  For more information on how we can help, visit  
  http://www.sanantoniobe.org/, call 210-478-0690, or  
  e-mail:  sanantoniobe@yahoo.com  



 

 

 

                    ARCHBISHOP’s APPEAL 
 

We invite you and your family to serve our brothers and sisters in need through the 2018 Archbishop’s Appeal.  
 

Your prayers and gift to this year’s Appeal are essential to continue serving homeless children and mothers, bringing spiritual 
support to the hospitalized, forming future priests and deacons to provide the Sacraments of our faith in our communities and 
so much more!   If you have already responded to the Appeal… thank you! 
 

If you have not had an opportunity, we invite you to pray and consider how you and your family can renew your gift or make 
your first gift to this year’s Appeal.  Every gift… large or small… when added together... can make a difference to someone in 
need! 
 

Pledge envelopes and pencils are available in the pews.  Once completed, simply place your pledge envelope in the collection 
basket.  Online gifts may be made at www.archsa.org/archbishops-appeal or by calling the Office of Archbishop’s Appeal at 
210-734-1604. 
 

On behalf of Archbishop Gustavo and Fr. Kotara…  Thank you for your prayers and generosity.   +May God bless you! 
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There seems to be come confusion about Infant Baptisms… So I thought I'd try to shed some light on 
the subject this week…    Any child may be baptized as an infant until they reach the ‘age of reason’ 
which is defined as 7 yrs old.  After that time they must attend the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - 
Adapted for Children (RCIA-C, which we will discuss another time).   
 

Baptisms are scheduled on the 4th Sunday of each month… after the 9:30 Mass in English…  and after 
the 11:30 Mass in Spanish.  However, if there are special circumstances that require a different date or 
time, we can usually accommodate these requests.   
 

Families of infants seeking Baptism must be members of our parish or have a ‘tie’ to our parish  
(usually something like their parents are parishioners and they (the child's parents) lived here as children 
but they have grown up… moved away… etc).   
The first step in scheduling your child for Baptism is to register for the Baptism.   

 

A parent must come to the rectory and complete a registration / information form.  They must provide a copy of the child’s official 
state birth certificate.  A missing birth certificate will not necessarily stop the Baptism but the Baptismal certificate will not be issued 
until a copy is on file.   The reason for this is simple.  The Baptismal certificate is a legal document and information on it must match 
the birth certificate.   
 

We are a little more strict with the godparents.  A godparent must be a Confirmed practicing Catholic… at least 16 years of age… 
and living a life in full communion with the Church (meaning that if they are married they must be in a valid marriage recognized by 
the Church…).  If you stop and think of it… looking at the responsibilities of a godparent… this makes sense… how can they 
perform their duties / obligations toward their godchild if they themselves aren’t living their faith?  Canon Law requires 1 sponsor / 
godparent… but there may be 2 (1 godfather… 1 godmother; there can not be 2 godfathers or 2 godmothers… only 1 of each)!   
 

If the parents and/or godparents reside in another area/parish they must obtain a letter of permission from their home parish allowing 
them to Baptize and/or be godparents at St. Thomas More parish. 
 

Parents and godparents are to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to the event.  The child must be registered prior to attending 
the class… walk-ins are not allowed.  A class in English is given the Wednesday prior to the Baptism… a class in Spanish is given 
the Thursday evening before the Baptism date…  If the parents and/or sponsors/godparents are from a different parish they may 
attend the class at their local parish.  Their parish will provide them a certificate indicating they have attended the class… which 
they, in turn, must give us (we do this same thing for our parishioners Baptizing / sponsoring outside STM).   
The Baptism-Preparation class is ‘good’ for 2-years.  If the parent / sponsor has attended a class within the prior 2 years they are 
welcome to attend our class but with proof of attendance are not required to do so.   
 

Need more information?  Call the Parish Office, or talk to Fr Kotara or any of your deacons.    
Until next week, God Bless-  DT  

QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECT - On The Way ¡Andale!  
 

Q:  Why do we need both the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal and the On The Way ¡Andale!  Capital Campaign? 
A:  The Church’s mission is advanced in important ways through both the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal and the On the Way 
  ¡Andale!  Capital Campaign.  In general, the annual appeal supports the daily operations of critical ministries throughout the  
  archdiocese whereas the campaign funds more strategic, comprehensive, and larger scale initiatives to continue to build and  
  grow our parishes, vocations, lay education/formation programs and Catholic schools will into the future. 
 

Q: How much will I be expected to give to the Campaign? 
A:  You will be invited to consider prayerfully a specific sacrificial pledge to the campaign.  How much you end up pledging is,  
   of course, your own faith-guided decision.  According to the U.S.Bishops’ 1992 Pastoral Letter, Stewardship:  A Disciple’s  
    Response, all we have is a gift from God.  We give out of gratitude for our blessings and are asked to return to God in  
    proportion to the blessings we have received.  In this way our gift takes on spiritual significance and contributes to our  
    sanctification. 



 

 

 
 

This Week at our Parish 
 

Sunday,  January  21, 2018   
  9:00 am RCIC - School 
  9:30 am Religious Education - School 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 

Monday, January 22, 2018 
   7:00 pm  Ultreya - Dining Room 
 Cenaculo - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 
  5:30 pm Divine Mercy - Rectory Mtg. Room  
 Educacion Religiosa - School 
  6:00 pm Divine Mercy - Church 
  7:00 pm  Catholic Daughters Mtg. - Carolan Hall 
 Spanish Choir - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 Grupo Choir - Church 
       

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
  7:00 pm  KoC 4th Degree Mtg - Carolan Hall 
       

Thursday, January 25, 2018 
  5:30 pm Confirmation-1 Class - School (8th Grade room) 
 Confirmation-2 Class - School (7th Grade room) 
  7:00 pm  English Prayer Grp  - Church 
 RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
      

Friday, January 26, 2018 
  7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion - Church 
 Spanish Choir - Dining Room 
 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 
 8:00 am Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion - Church   
       

Sunday,  January  28, 2018   
  9:00 am RCIC - School 
  9:30 am Catholic Schools Week Mass - Church 
 Religious Education - School 
  3:00 pm Catholic Daughter’s Afternoon Movie - Carolan Hall 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 
5:00 PM  Altar Servers - Volunteer 
               Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Tim, W+G.Larson, 
      S.Briseno, M.Fisher 
     Lector - M.Fisher 
 

Sunday,  January 28, 2018  
8:00 AM   Altar Servers - E. Morante 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, F.Biemer,  
       J.Blea, C.Davila, R.Saldiva 
          Lector - A.Schultz 
 

9:30 AM   Altar Servers - R.Colocho, J.Torres 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Carlos, (+6 CDA) 
     Lector - Catholic Caughters 
 

11:30 AM  Altar Servers - Volunteers 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Carlos, A.Chavez, 
       D+F.Malacara, N.Escobedo 
     Lector - D+F.Malacara 
 
 

Liturgical Roles 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018  

  5:00 pm †Henry Kalinec    by Family  

 †Joe Monteverdi    by Family 
 

Sunday, January 21, 2018    

  8:00 am †Joseph John Weich  by Wife and Family 

  9:30 am Fr. Kotara and our Deacons  by Parish Family  

11:30 am †Vinicio Vera  and 

 †Lourdes Olmedo   by Gonzalez-Vera Family 
 

Monday, January 22, 2018   

 8:00 am †Vicente & Theresa Hoi  by   Family 
 

Tuesday, January 23, 2018  

 8:00 am †Deceased Members of the Castro Family 
             by Family 
 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018  

 8:00 am Birthday & Health of David Salazar 

             by Sister 
 

Thursday, January 25, 2018   

 8:00 am Success of our Archbishop’s Appeal  

             by Parish 
 

Friday, January 26, 2018 

 8:00 am †Ronald Ward     by Ibarra Family 
 

Saturday, January 27, 2018  

  5:00 pm †Joe Galvan      by Arnold & Angie  

 †Beatrice Ruiz Falcon by Family 

 †Alejandra Reyes   by Eddie & Rosie Reyes 
 

Sunday, January 28, 2018    

  8:00 am †Jose Alcantar     by a friend 

  9:30 am †Genevieve Oswald  by Parish   

11:30 am †Juaquin Bazan    by Family 
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Sanctuary Light Intention:   
STM Parishioners 

Readings for the week of Jan 22-27 
 

Monday: 2Sm 5:1-7,10; Ps 89:20-22,25-26; Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday: 2Sm 6:12b-15,17-19; Ps 24:7-10; Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: 2Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5,27-30; Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday: Acts 22:3-16; Ps 117:1bc,2; Mk 16:15-18 

Friday: 2Tm 1:1-8; Ps 96:1-3,7-8a,10; Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: 2Sm 12:1-7a,10-17; Ps 51:12-13-17; Mk 4:35-41 

Sunday: Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2,6-9; 1Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28  

Las Lecturas de la Semana del  22 - 27 enero 
 

Lunes: 2Sm 5:1-7,10; Sal 89:20-22,25-26; Mc 3:22-30 
Martes: 2Sm 6:12-15,17-19; Sal 24:7-10; Mc 3:31-35 

Miércoles: 2Sm 7:4-17; Sal 89:4-5,27-30; Mc 4:1-20 

Jueves: Hch 22:3-16; Sal 117:1,2; Mc 16:15-18 

Viernes: 2Tim 1:1-8; Sal 96:1-3,7-8,10; Mc 4:26-34 

Sábado: 2Sm 12:1-7,10-17; Sal 51:12-17; Mc 4:35-41 

Domingo: Dt 18:15-20; Sal 95:1-2,6-9; 1Cor 7:32-35; Mc 1:21-28  


