
 

 

 Our readings today challenge us to reflect on how we are living as disciples of Christ.  
 They offer us examples of how we should be living, and they present us with an  
 opportunity to make a radical change in our lives.  
  

 In our first reading, Joshua tells the leaders of the Israelites to decide as to who they shall 
 serve in this life,  “If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you shall  
 serve.” At this time, the Israelites  were not wholeheartedly committed to the Lord.  
 But Joshua outspokenly addresses this situation and challenges them to make a decision. 
  

 As he presents them with this opportunity, he boldly states,  “As for me and my household,  
we will serve the Lord.”  Who or what does your household serve? Whether you are a household of one  
or 12, now is the time to decide, ‘will we serve the Lord?’  
  

We are constantly bombarded with endless distractions around us. It can be very easy to serve other ‘gods’  
in our lives. For instance, putting technology (phone, internet, TV), our kids' extracurricular activities, our 
jobs, or our social lives before the Lord. We also might be putting these things above our loved ones, and  
if we are doing that, then we are putting them above our relationship with God.  
  

Reflect on how you may not be putting God first in your life and decide to respond like the Israelites,  
“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of other gods… 
Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
  

Our second reading specifically challenges our families to live out their vocation of marriage to the fullest. 
St. Paul’s message is uplifting and filled with profound beauty, truth, and goodness.  
  

St. Paul was relating marriage to Christ’s love for His Church. He is calling all husbands to radically love and 
serve their family as Christ radically loves us — by laying down His life for us. And he is calling all wives to 
support and uplift their husbands in this mission. Families are called to be a unified team in total service to 
one another out of love for Christ.  
  

This capacity to love is within us, yet to love our families as Christ loves, we must first wholeheartedly love 
Him. As families, we must decide to put Christ first in our hearts so that we can better love one another.  
This is a daily choice we must make, and the best way to stay committed to this choice begins in daily prayer. 
It will transform our hearts.  
  

Lastly, our Gospel brings us to the reality that making these radical changes in our lives will not be easy.  
Just as in Jesus’ time, people listened to His words, and chose to turn away from Him, “as a result, many  
disciples turned to their former way of life.” Sin is enticing but deathly. 
  

Becoming a follower of Christ is life-giving and freeing. Peter reminds us to stay faithful and committed to 
Christ, “You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the  
Holy One of God.”  
  

With this in mind, we must strive each day to live intentionally as disciples of Christ. It starts with  
commitment — incorporating personal daily prayer and increasing that prayer week by week, incorporating 
prayer into our marriages and families, frequenting the sacraments, and serving others. Through this time 
with the Lord and service to those around us, He will reveal where to go next.  
  

Today, let us pray for the strength to live our lives as Joshua proclaimed,  
                “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 August 15, 2021     

 Sunday Collection .………...……..  $    3,258.36 

 Vigil Candles………………………  $       121.66 

 Home Mission Appeal……………  $         20.00 
 

              Second Collection   Aug 28 - 29: 

                    ***  No Second Collection  *** 
 

       CATHOLIC RADIO   
 

    Get the best in Catholic programming!   
   ‘Tune-In’ to the Guadalupe Radio Network!             
   1380 AM – Spanish  or   89.7  FM - English 



 

 

 

  

                   Faith Formation News  
 

                     Registration has begun!   
 

    You may register your child / children for next school year (2021-2022)  
       Monday - Friday from 9 am to 3 pm in the parish office .   
    The last day to register for the English classes is Aug 31st.        

 

   Note: Please make sure you have a zero balance before registering for the new cycle.  
 
 

                    Noticias de Formación de Fe  

Las inscripciones han comenzado!   
 

    Puede inscribir a sus hijos para el próximo ciclo (2021-2022)  
       de lunes a viernes de 9 am a 3 pm en la oficina parroquial. 
    El último día para registrarse es el 31 de agosto 
 

    Nota: Favor de asegurare que no tenga ningún balance antes de registrar a su hijo/hija.  
 

   Office Hours / Horas de la Oficina: 8:30 am - 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
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 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
       - RCIA - 
 

 If you, or someone you know, are a  
 non-Catholic and would like to learn  
 more about the Catholic faith or  
 possibly become a Catholic?…      

     (no pressure)… or -  
 

 If you are a Baptized Catholic adult…  
  but have not made your First Holy Communion  
       or been Confirmed… or -  
 

Maybe you are you a practicing Catholic (or not)...  
  and just want to learn more about our faith?  
 

    — Or maybe you know someone like this — 
 

 If so…    I would like to invite you / them to our  
 RCIA sessions.   
 They begin on Thurs, Sept 9th. 
 We meet in the Rectory Meeting Room…  
       from 7 - 8:30 pm. 
 

   Sessions are very informal…  
   We learn about Church, it’s teachings, sacraments, and  
  so much more!... and answer any questions you have. 
 

  For more information - call the parish office or talk to  
  Dcn Tim… or simply come to our first meeting. 
 

        Hope to see you there. 

       St. Thomas More Catholic School 
      where  ‘EXCELLENCE IS AFFORDABLE’ 
Our School Program offers grades 3K-8th Grade. 
We pride ourselves on our commitment to help 
your child grow spiritually and academically  
in a safe and Christian environment.   
 

St. Thomas More Catholic School  
includes innovative class groupings,  
qualified teachers, before and after  
school care, middle school athletics,  
National Junior Honor Society,  
spiritual retreats, academic  
competitions, and more! 
 

Technology is immersed in all content  
areas using student ChromeBooks! 
 

An affordable tuition and GREAT 
Education is within your reach! 
 
 

  CALL TODAY 210-655-2882 OR APPLY  
  AT WWW.ST-THOMAS-MORE-SCHOOL.ORG 

  Scholarships are still available up to $1500 off tuition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  MAY HE REST IN PEACE:    
 

          May God comfort the family and  friends of: 
                     Kyle Schmid 

            (Son of Parishioner Cecilia Schmid) 
         

       Our sincere sympathy and assurances of prayers are  
      extended to Cecilia, Kevin… and the Schmid Family. 



 

 

 

 We always hear that we should pray for people… for our loved ones… especially for those 
 who have passed.  Often times people think ‘Well, they’re gone now… what good will it 
 do!’  The answer is… LOTS!  In that light, I thought this week I’d back-track a bit and  
 have a ‘refresher’ on the topic of Indulgences.   
 

 So,  What exactly is an Indulgence?  Well, an Indulgence is a special gift of grace granted  
 by the Church for the remission of temporal punishment from sins that have been forgiven.   
 Remember… There are 2 parts to every sin: the 'act/sin' itself and the punishment  

associated with it.  If/when we commit a mortal sin we receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
to have it forgiven. That takes care of the 'act' of the sin - it will not longer send us to hell... but the temporal 
punishment associated with it remains… and THAT is what is 'purified' in Purgatory.  
 

What is Temporal Punishment?  It is temporary punishment one must go through either in Purgatory or 
here on earth, because of the debt to God created by sin.  It’s NOT the same as eternal punishment…  
which does not end and is suffered by those in hell. 
 

For example, Imagine you broke someone’s coffee cup.  You say you are sorry, ask to be forgiven, 
and they forgive you… but… the cup is still broken.  The temporal punishment is the buying a new 
cup for them.  An indulgence is the owner saying, “No, you don’t have to.”    
An Indulgence is the cancellation of the debt of temporal punishment which is due for sins that have 
already been forgiven.  It’s not a substitute for the confessional.  Indulgences can only be gained after 
asking forgiveness in the Sacrament of Confession… hence… part of the requirements for getting an 
indulgence is going to Confession. 

 

But… I thought going to Confession meant my sins are forgiven… and wiped away!   
Yes… In going to Confession, receiving absolution and performing your penance… your sins are forgiven 
and any eternal punishment you would have suffered from committing them is wiped away…  
Thanks be to God!  But the temporal punishment associated with it remains… and THAT is what is 
'purified' in Purgatory.  
 

So… Remind me again… Why should I care about Indulgences?  Through Confession our sins are  
forgiven and eternal punishment is wiped away… but there is still a debt to be repaid to God’s Divine  
Justice.    An indulgence is the payment of that debt here on earth… rather than later in Purgatory.   
One of the other beautiful things about an Indulgence… is that you may use (apply) them for yourself…  
or for someone who has passed and may be in purgatory!  Assigning an indulgence to a loved one who has 
passed can and will shorten the time they spend in Purgatory!  And, if they are already in heaven… it may 
be used for someone else.  How cool is that!!?? 
 

There are Plenary (complete) and Partial Indulgences and they are granted for various prayers and / or acts 
of piety.  To receive a Plenary Indulgence you must: perform a Sacramental Confession (one Sacramental 
Confession may be used for a number of Indulgences - as long as you are free from serious (mortal) sin), 
receive Holy Communion, Pray for the Pope’s intention and be free from willful attachment to sin 
(difficult… yes, but not impossible.  We will talk more about this later..).  
 

Running out of room!!   We will continue / finish-this-up next week. 
                                           ‘till then…   God Bless-    DT 
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Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
 

 

        El grupo de oración se reúne los viernes a las 7 pm. 
        Contacte a:  Maria Isabel Hernandez (210) 843-9756 

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
 

  

 

        Contacts:    Olga Guerrero:    (210) 657-1610 or  
           Stella Lopez:    (210) 618-6977 

  



 

 

 

      This Week at Our Parish   
 

Sunday,       August  22, 2021  
 7:30 am Grupo de Oracion Selling Chicarrones -  
             Outside Church 
 

Monday,      August  23, 2021 
     

Tuesday,     August  24, 2021   
 5:30 pm  Divine Mercy - Rectory Mtg Room (RMR) 
 6:30 pm Coro Alegria - RMR 
 7:00 pm Grupo Choir - Church 
          

Wednesday, August  25, 2021 
 7:00 pm KoC 4th Degree Mtg - Carolan Hall 
           

Thursday,   August  26, 2021  
 7:00 pm Eng Pray Gp Fellowship - Rectory Dining Rm 
     

Friday,         August  27, 2021  
 6:30 pm Coro Alegria - RMR 
 7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion - Church 
    

Saturday,  August  28, 2021  
 4:00 pm Reconciliation - Church 
 Cenaculo de la Divina Misericordia - RMR 
 

Sunday,       August  29, 2021  
 

  

Saturday, August  28, 2021    
5:00 pm Altar Servers - (None)            
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Rolando  
 Lector - T.Garza 
 

Sunday,  August  29, 2021   
8 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim 
         Lector - K.Ball 
 

10 am Altar Servers -   (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, E.Garcia, A.Garza 
         Lector - M.Briseno 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando, D+F.Malacara 
 Lector - J+M.Rodriguez 

 

Liturgical Roles 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday,  August  21, 2021 
  8:00 am †Mary Nguyen by Nguyen Family 

 †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen   

 †Shirley Carrillo by Carol Brown 

 Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
  5:00 pm   †Kyle Schmid by Veronica Mompaz 
 

Sunday, August  22, 2021  
  8:00 am   †Mary Nguyen  by Nguyen Family 

  †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen 
  †Francisco Guzman Sr  by Francisco Jr & Gloria Guzman 
 Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
10:00 am  Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
 Special Intention - Continued Healing and Well-Being  
             of Diana Acosta                by Loreno Acosta  
 Special Intention - For Conversion 
12:00 pm  †Kyle Schmid by Veronica Mompaz 
 STM Parishioners - Living and Deceased 
  

Monday, August  23, 2021    
 8:00 am †Mary Nguyen\ by Nguyen Family 

 †Vicent Nghiep by Kim Nguyen 

 Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 

                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
 

Tuesday, August  24, 2021  
 8:00 am †Mary Nguyen  by Nguyen Family 

 †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen 
 

Wednesday, August  25, 2021  
 8:00 am  †Rosie Reyes & †Suzell Waller  by Eddie Reyes 

 †Kathleen Rendon by Rudy Rendon 

 Special Intention - Luis Mendez by Oralia Esparzaq 
   

Thursday,  August  26, 2021  
 8:00 am All Ordained Clergy and Religious 
   

 Friday,  August  27, 2021   
 8:00 am  †Mary Nguyen by Nguyen Family 

 †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen   

 Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
 

Saturday,  August  28, 2021 
  8:00 am †Mary Nguyen by Nguyen Family 

 †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen   

 Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
  5:00 pm †Adeline & Ed Richardson by Family 

 †Josie &  Edward Richter by Daughter 
 

Sunday, August  29, 2021  
  8:00 am   †Vicente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen 

  Special Intention - Daniel, Ezra & Sabella Acosta 
                       by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
10:00 am  †Charles & Genevieve Oswald by Oswald Family 
 Special Intention - Health and Spiritual Welfare  
               of Daniel Acosta        by Lorenzo & Diana Acosta  
 Special Intention - Continued Healing and Well-Being  
             of Diana Acosta                by Loreno Acosta  
12:00 pm  †Ramona Moreman by Isela Bazan 
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Lecturas de la Semana del  23 - 29 Agosto 
 

Lunes:       1Tes 1:1-5,8-10; Sal 149:1-6,9; Mt 23:13-22 
Martes:     Ap 21:9-14; Sal 144:10-13,17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Miércoles: 1Tes 2:9-13; Sal 138:7-12; Mt 23:27-32 
Jueves:       1Tes 3:7-13; Sal 89:3-5,12-14,17; Mt 24:42-51 
Viernes:     1Tes 4:1-8; Sal 96:1,2,5-6,10-12; Mt 25:1-13 
Sábado:     1Tes 4:9-11; Sal 97:1,7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Domingo:  Dt 4:1-2,6-8; Sal 14:2-5; Sant 1:17-18,21-22,27;  
        Mc 7:1-8,14-15,21-23  

     Readings for the week of  Aug 23 - 29  
  
 

Monday:      1Thes 1:1-5,8b-10; Ps 149:1-6,9; Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday:      Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13,17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:    1Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a,12-14,17; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:         1Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1,2,5-6,10-12; Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:     1Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1,7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday:       Dt 4:1-2,6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,21b-22,27; 
          Mk 7:1-8,14-15,21-23  




