
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 MAY THEY REST IN PEACE:  May God comfort the families and  
friends of Danny Cantu and Carrie Garcia (Mother of parishioner  
 Maria Garcia) … both of whom died during the past week...  
 
 
  Our sincere sympathy and assurances of prayers are extended to  
  the Cantu and Garcia families 
  
 
  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

January  7, 2018 

Vigil Lights……………..…..………..    $      59.90  

Weekly Collection………….…........    $ 6,432.70 

Facilities Improvement Fund ……..     $  1,333.67 

Christmas Flowers …………………     $    365.00 
   

There is no Second Collection for January 20 - 21 

“Behold the Lamb of God.” It is with these words that St. John the Baptist introduces 
Jesus to two of his followers, who then in turn do indeed follow Jesus to learn more about 
Him. One of those followers is identified as Andrew, brother to St. Peter, and the other is 
presumed by historians to be St. John. Throughout his Gospel St. John, although he 
appears often, is never specifically named. 
 

But why did John the Baptist use that name in particular, “Lamb of God?” Lambs were 
sacrificed regularly and it was believed that their blood in sacrifice was given for the sins 
of that day. Of course, the blood of Jesus was given for our sins, not just for a particular 
day but for all time. 
 

It is as if each Gospel presents a view of who Jesus is. You might say Matthew shows 
Him as the King of Kings. Mark presents Him as a Servant of God. Luke views Him as 
the Son of Man. And John illustrates Jesus as the Son of God. All together the Gospel 
writers give us a glimpse of the greatest Man who ever lived. This Man/God healed the 
sick, raised the dead, fed the hungry, and most importantly loved unconditionally. Jesus 
has cared for us like no other. No one has ever loved us like Jesus has. 
 

In our First Reading from the Book of Samuel we hear of how Samuel answered the call of God. His response has 
become the subject of numerous hymns and other writings. Twice Samuel says “Here I am,” and then declares (once he 
is aware that it is God Who is speaking to him), “Speak, for your servant is listening.” One of the more popular hymns 
has as its refrain, “Here I am Lord; is it I Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. I will go Lord, if You lead me. I will 
hold Your people in my heart.” 
 

Just as the reading from 1 Samuel captures the essence of what our response to God’s call should be, this hymn does 
as well. Do we respond as definitely as Samuel does? That is what we are called to do. 
 

In the Second Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, Paul confirms that we (as Samuel realized) are 
completely God’s. Paul indicates that just as the Church as a whole is a temple of the Holy Spirit, that is also true, 
especially in a spiritual sense, of each of us as Christians. We belong to God; our bodies belong to God, and not to 
ourselves. We are not our own for Christ has purchased us with the price of His sacrifice. It is human nature perhaps to 
take better care of something that does not belong to us. 
 

Although Paul is making reference to sexual conduct, he is making a more important point. If our bodies belong to Jesus, 
we should not be idle with or wasteful with what belongs to Him. Our purpose is to respond to the Lord (as Samuel did) 
and to glorify God (“Therefore, glorify God in your body.”). 
 

Our Gospel Reading comes to us from the Gospel of St. John. You may recall that Matthew, Mark, and Luke are 
considered the synoptic Gospels — that is, “synoptic” is a Greek word that means “to see together.” The synoptic 
Gospels present the life, Passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus in a similar way. 
 

The Gospel according to John is quite different. It is (at least according to scholars) more literary and more symbolic. It 
does not follow the same order as the synoptic Gospels, nor does it include the same stories. It was quite likely the last 
of the Gospels written. Today’s Gospel Reading affirms and confirms what we have heard in the first two readings. 
 

Jesus asks these first two disciples an important and a logical question: “What are you looking for?” It is the same 
question He asks of all of us. For the answer the Lord directed them, as He does us as well, to Himself – to live with 
Him, to “Come and…see.” Those disciples followed Him. They do this at the urging of John the Baptist. Their willingness 
to follow Jesus fulfills John the Baptist’s ministry. 
 

From our First Reading to our Second Reading to this Gospel we are all called to do the same. We are called to be 
Christ’s disciples. People come to faith in the Lord through invitation. Andrew invites and introduces his brother Simon 
Peter to Jesus. If we truly believe in the Lord, and wish to share that belief, we do invite others to join with us. That is 
part of our calling.  



 

 

            Mark your calendars!! 

          Sunday, February 11th… 

          Our Guadalupanos are planning   

            another trip to the Kickapoo     

            Lucky Eagle Casino in Eagle Pass!  
  

Come join us for a good time!  Seating is limited.  

More info to follow as the day gets closer.   
 

Contact:  Elda Garcia @ 210-421-3040  or 

    William Torres  @ 787-599-5972 

   

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
                     

 

 

January 18 -  The Necessity for Praise and Worship -  Dan Duet 
       w/ Special Visit from Msgr. Enda McKenna 

January 25 -  Virtues of the Christian Family - Olga Guerrero 
 

Come... experience God’s blessings.  Bring your Bible.  
For more information,  call   Arnold Lopez at 653-4383  
or Olga Guerrero at 210-657-1610. 
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        Collecting for Baby & Mom 
 

  The STM Catholic Daughters, Court 2683, will be collecting items  
  for Moms and Infants in need through January 21st. 
 

  Items are for donation to those in need at the Guadalupe Home and  
  Nurse Parenting Services. 
 

  Items needed include: Wipes - Shampoos -  Lotions - Baby Powder -  
  Diaper Ointment -  Bottles -  Teething Rings - Toys -  Blankets -   
  Sheets -  Wash Cloths -  Towels -  New or lightly  used Clothes  
  (Newborn to 4-Toddler) - and  Diapers (Newborn to Size 4). 
 

  Catholic Daughter Points of Contact: 
 

       Maria Alicia Perez  @ 210-347-0846 
       Olga Guerrero    @ 210-980-2448 
       Arcelia Rosas    @ 210-286-4884 

 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
 

 19 de enero  -  el don de la adoracion eucaristica 
 26 de enero  -  cantar de los cantares 

 
 

    

 

 
           St. Thomas More  Knights of  Columbus - Council #7386 
                    22nd Annual Valentine’s Dance 
 

                     Saturday, February 10, 2018 
                    Featuring: “Mark Perales Band” 
            STM Carolan Hall - Doors open at 7 pm / Music 8 pm - Midnight 
 

                       BYOB - Liquor Only 
                    (Food, Beer, Wine, Set-ups available) 
 

                    Tickets:  $15 per person (Reserved Tables Available) 
                Information:  Frank Guzman    @ 210-287-1907 
                          Emilio Guerrero @ 210-867-3954 

 

        DEALING WITH GRIEF? 
 

  Are you or someone you know Divorced, Widowed,  
       or Separated and hurting?  
 

  The February 16-18 Beginning Experience Weekend  
  Retreat will help you deal with the grief process.  
 

  It offers an opportunity for turning the pain of loss into   
  a growth experience.  
 

  People in any stage of life who have experienced such a 
  loss can benefit from the retreat.   
 

  For more information on how we can help, visit  
  http://www.sanantoniobe.org/, call 210-478-0690, or  
  e-mail:  sanantoniobe@yahoo.com  



 

 

                      SCHOOL NEWS 
 

  St. Thomas More School is NOW ENROLLING for the Spring semester.  
  Take advantage of the special scholarship that give 40% off tuition from  
  January 2018-May 2018 for new enrollees only.  Call the school for details.     

              Quality education in a safe, CATHOLIC environment.  (210)655-2882.  
 
 

                             NOTICIAS DE LA ESCUELA 
                     

La Escuela Catolica de St. Thomas More - Registrase en Enero y reciba un descuento de 40% en los pagos de la escuela por 
el resto del año (Enero-Mayo).    PK3 (3 años de edad) - 8vo Grado.    
       Ambiente seguro, familiar, y Catolica.   Llame hoy por su visita personalizada (210) 655-2882.  
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The other day our RCIA group was talking about "The Last Things"… Death, Judgement, 
Heaven, Hell and Purgatory…  and praying for the deceased.  I was almost knocked over when 
someone asked… Whats the point?  They’re dead!   I wasn’t prepared for that question and I 
know didn’t answer it as best as it should have been.  (I usually have to think about something 
before opening my mouth… and that doesn’t always work well in real-time conversation)  
True… the person is what we call dead… but that’s just the body… the shell we use for ‘X’ 
number of years.   
 

I hate to say it’s disposable but…  The real essence of the person, his/her soul, is alive and 
well and is on the next leg of its journey.  We, as Church, have always gathered together to 
pray for our loved ones.  For their soul… not the shell they leave behind. The practice goes 

back probably to the time when people first began praying.    
 

True… if a person is in heaven, he/she has no need of our prayers (they’re praying for us) and if a person is in hell… 
they have no need of prayer, either – there is no hope and, in fact, they probably hate us, the living, because we still 
‘have a chance’ for paradise.  Scripture tells us that nothing unclean or impure will enter into God’s presence.   
 

Death is not the end… it’s really just the beginning… eternity is forever!  Most of us, while not meriting hell, are not 
worthy of heaven either and must go through a purging or cleansing process to remove the stain of sin on our soul.  So… 
what happens?  Well, as we’ve talked about in the past… that’s where Purgatory comes in.   
 

Good news… If a soul is in Purgatory…  it will gain paradise… eventually.   
 

The bad news is… it can be a l-o-n-g time!  There is no time in eternity…  
That time in Purgatory… that cleansing process may take in what we, the living, perceive to be days, weeks, months, 
years, even centuries, or longer… depending upon our relationship with God when we die.  And, at that point… there is 
nothing a soul can do for itself (it can pray for the living… but not for itself)!   
 

More good news… with our prayers…  the greatest of which is the Mass… and the offering of their merits… we can 
help shorten the time a soul must spend in this ‘cleansing’ process!   
 

We must pray for the dead… we must pray for each other… and we must pass this practice to our children!   
Otherwise... who will be there to pray for us… or our children?   
Until next week, God Bless-  DT  

QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECT - On The Way ¡Andale!  
 

Q:  If the parish does not reach their monetary target, is it responsible for the difference? 
A:  Parishes will not be assessed penalties if they do not reach their fundraising target.   
     The expectation is that parishes put forth a good faith effort to follow the recommendations of the  
     archdiocese and the Steier Group in conducting the campaign. 
 

Q: Si la parroquia no alcanza su meta recaudatoria, es responsible de la diferencia? 
A:  Las parroquias no serán sancionadas si no alcanzan su objetivo de recaudación de fondos.  
      La expectativa es que las parroquias hagan un esfuerzo de buena fe para seguir las recomendaciones de  
      la Arquidiócesis 



 

 

 
 

This Week at our Parish 
 

Sunday,  January  14, 2018   
  9:00 am KoC Breakfast - Carolan Hall 
 RCIC - School 
  9:30 am Religious Education - School 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 

Monday, January 15, 2018 
 ***  Parish Office Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr Day  *** 
  7:00 pm  Finance Council  Mtg - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 
  5:30 pm Divine Mercy - Rectory Mtg. Room  
 Educacion Religiosa - School 
  6:00 pm Divine Mercy - Church 
  7:00 pm  Catholic Daughters Mtg. - Carolan Hall 
 Spanish Choir - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 Grupo Choir - Church 
       

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
  7:00 pm  Guadalupano Choir - Church 
       

Thursday, January 18, 2018 
  5:30 pm Confirmation-1 Class - School (8th Grade room) 
 Confirmation-2 Class - School (7th Grade room) 
  7:00 pm  English Prayer Grp  - Church 
 RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
      

Friday, January 19, 2018 
  7:00 pm Grupo de Oracion - Church 
 Spanish Choir - Dining Room 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
 8:00 am Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion - Church   
       

Sunday,  January  21, 2018   
  9:00 am RCIC - School 
  9:30 am Religious Education - School 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
5:00 PM  Altar Servers - Volunteer 
               Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Tim, M.Fisher, 
      J+B.Hernandez, E.Guerrero 
     Lector - S.McCarthy 
 

Sunday,  January 21, 2018  
8:00 AM   Altar Servers - E. Morante 
               Eucharistic Ministers - DC Rolando, A.Silvas, 
      M.Torres, A.Garza, E.Garcia 
          Lector - M.Torres 
 

9:30 AM   Altar Servers - I.Martinez, A.Fain 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Carlos, E.Adams,  
      Sr.Eucharia, M+S.Briseno, H.Rodriguez, 
      N.Rodriguez 
     Lector - M.Briseno 
 

11:30 AM  Altar Servers - Volunteers 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Carlos,  
       A+B.Raigoza, J.Rodriguez, M.Pina 
     Lector - L.Duran / M.Sweet 
 
 

Liturgical Roles 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, January 13, 2018  

  5:00 pm †David James Tse, Jr  by Grandparents 

 †Susie Davis      by Saldiva Family 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018    

  8:00 am †Phoebe Stensland  by Family 

  9:30 am †Medardo E. Morales  by Morales / Briseno Family 

 †Henry James Kalinec by Espinoza Family 

11:30 am †Juaquin Bazan    by Family 

 A Special Intention 
 

Monday, January 15, 2018   

 8:00 am †Eileen and Paul Przybylski   by   Family 
 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018  
 8:00 am †Esperanza Naumann by Family 
 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018  

 8:00 am †Mary Ann LeBlanc  

  †Iris Smith       by Ken & Anne Nutt 
 

Thursday, January 18, 2018   

 8:00 am †Christine Haskell   by Parish 
 

Friday, January 19, 2018 

 8:00 am 54th Anniversary - Baldemar & Rosa Saldiva 

             by  Family 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018  

  5:00 pm †Henry Kalinec    by Family  

 † Joe Monteverdi   by Family 
 

Sunday, January 21, 2018    

  8:00 am †Joseph John Weich  by Wife and Family 

  9:30 am Fr. Kotara and our Deacons  by Parish Family  

11:30 am †Vinicio Vera  and 

 †Lourdes Olmedo   by Gonzalez-Vera Family 
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Sanctuary Light Intention:   
STM Parishioners 

Readings for the week of Jan 15 - 21 
 

Monday: 1Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9,16bc-17,21,23; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22,27-28; Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday: 1Sm 17:32-33,37,40-51; Ps 144:1b,2,9-10; Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday: 1Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3,9-13; Mk 3:7-12 

Friday: 1Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4,6,11; Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday: 2Sm 1:1-4,11-12,19,23-27; Ps 80:2-3,5-7; Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5,10; Ps 25:4-9; 1Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20  

Las Lecturas de la Semana del  15 - 21 enero 
 

Lunes: 1Sm 15:16-23; Sal 50:8-9,16-17,21,23; Mc 2:18-22 
Martes: 1Sm 16:1-13; Sal 89:20-22,27-28; Mc 2:23-28 

Miércoles: 1Sm 17:32-33,37,40-51; Sal 144:1,2,9-10; Mc 3:1-6 

Jueves: 1Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Sal 56:2-3,9-13; Mc 3:7-12 

Viernes: 1Sm 24:3-21; Sal 57:2,3-4,6,11; Mc 3:13-19 

Sábado: 2Sm 1:1-4,11-12,19,23-27; Sal 80:2-3,5-7; Mc 3:20-21 

Domingo: Jon 3:1-5,10; Sal 25:4-9; 1Cor 7:29-31; Mc 1:14-20  


