
 

 

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 December 20, 2020  

 Sunday Collection .……………..  $     2,056.42   

 Online Giving…..…………...….... $        335.00   

 Vigil Candles…………..……….... $        238.63   

 Facilities Improvement………..…. $          10.00 
 

December 27, 2020 

 Sunday Collection .……………..  $     4,651.59   

 Online Giving…..…………...….... $     1,000.00   

 Vigil Candles…………..……….... $          78.60   

 Assumption Seminary……....……. $        175.00 
 

    Second Collection - Jan 9 - 10:   

            Helping Hands 

 I remember it like it was yesterday: I was sitting in a college conference room with about 250 
other young people for a week-long summer retreat. Each day, the staff had put on a comedic 
skit that had a recurring set of characters: they were pirates in search of their treasure.  
With each episode, these young adults, dressed in outlandish costumes, acted the part of  
wandering pirates who find their treasure. In their excitement, they bring their find to the  
captain and are excited to open up the box to show him what they’ve found: gold, fame and 
popularity, wealth and security. The captain deciphers that what was presented is not the  
treasure they were looking for. 
 

But on the fourth day, when the pirates open their treasure before the captain, they held up a 
large wooden crucifix! The worship team was cued in at just the right moment: this was the 
greatest treasure to behold! After 21 years of growing up Catholic, I had finally found the  
treasure of the crucified Jesus who died on the cross for me. I sang my heart out like never  
before! I got it … or so I thought. 
 

Fast forward 25 years. This notion of “finding the treasure” has been a key element in my spiritual journey …  
probably yours, too. But somewhere along the way, something changed. It went from trying to find the treasure  
“out there” to trying to find the treasure “in here” — meaning, in my heart. 
 

I have often reflected on the gifts that the magi brought to the Christ Child. They probably had been looking for this 
Christ Child longer than I have! And as soon as they got an inkling that their lifelong search might not have been an 
extended effort in futility, they set out on their journey across the desert. In essence, they brought the very best of 
what they have — their years of dedicated study and research and gifts befitting the long-awaited Messiah —  
to give to the infant. 
 

But oftentimes, the very best of what I have to offer this same Christ Child is not always noteworthy. Instead of gold 
to offer a king, I have aspirations of self-promotion at the expense of others. Instead of frankincense to offer the priest, 
I have the selfishness of appeasing my desire for pleasure and comfort. Instead of myrrh to offer the prophet, I have 
negative and sarcastic speech and thought patterns. None of these seem appropriate for the baby. 
 

The consumerist in me thinks that I need to find a great online sale for the perfect gift for that special someone.  
The humanist in me thinks that I have to attend the best Christmas party where the food and merriment are in  
abundance. The skeptic in me wants to live vicariously through someone else’s journey instead of going on the  
journey myself — kind of like King Herod. These seem more appropriate gifts to give, right? 
 

In reality, while I know that my treasure chest (my heart) is not ideal, it is what I have. I wish it were another way,  
but it is not. I am reminded that Jesus’ birth is part of a divine plan of redemption, or as St. Athanasius describes it,  
the rebirth and recreation of the soul in the image of God (“On the Incarnation,” 14). In one sense, the warped treasure 
chest that I have is the initial reason that there’s a Christ Child in the first place! There’s a marvelous exchange about 
to happen. If I can only learn to open my treasure chest to this Child, I can receive more than I offer: my tattered  
human life for his unfathomable divine life! 
 

It can sound like religious rhetoric that so many of us have heard time and again. It all sounds too good to be true … 
until that “aha!” moment when you suddenly realize in your heart what your ears have heard for years: this helpless 
and innocent infant is the King, the fulfillment of all our human desires and aspirations. Then, worship is the only 
proper response … just like the magi who opened their treasures and did him homage.  

 
 
 

    CMC - Catholic Men’s Conference 
    ALL MEN ARE WELCOME 
 

   Sat, Feb 27th from  8 am- 4 pm  
         St. Matthew’s Athletic Ctr 
    (10703 Wurzbach Rd, San Antonio, TX  78230) 
 
 

  Have a powerful transformative experience in a spiritually- charged   
 environment 
 
 

 Speakers:  Fr. Stephen Gadberry,  
             Fr. Daniel Villarreal, and  
             Mr. Jared Zimmerer.  
 

 Reserve your seat… Invite a Brother in Christ to attend with you.  
 Participate In-Person –or– Virtually 
  
 Learn More/Register today at:  CMCSanAntonio.com or  
                call (210) 521-3377.  



 

 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord.   

 The term Epiphany comes from Greek epiphaneia, and means “manifestation.”   
 In the early days of the Church it referred to the manifestation of God to the world through the  
 Baptism of Christ... but in the 4th century the focus shifted to His birth and the manifestation of  
 God through Christ to the world symbolized by the Magi from the East.   
 

 There is a special blessing associated with the Feast of the Epiphany.   
 Traditionally, a home is blessed by the Head of the Household on the feast day (Jan 6th) or on the  
 closest Sunday (this year… today, Jan 3rd), but the blessing may be performed at any time.    

 

A House Blessing on the Feast of the Epiphany: 
Using chalk (preferably blessed… but any chalk will suffice), write the following inscription over the doorway of the 
home:  20 + C + M + B + 21 
 

The numbers on either side reflect the year of the blessing (20-21).   
The letters have a dual meaning.  They are the initials of the traditional names of the 3 Magi: Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthasar.  They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus Mansionem Benedicat… translated: May Christ Bless the 
House.  The crosses represent the protection of the Precious Blood of Christ, whose Sacred Name we invoke and the 
holiness of the 3 Magi sanctified by their adoration of the Infant Jesus.   
The inscription is made at or above the front door so that all who enter and depart may enjoy God’s blessing.     
The Blessing Rite is as follows: 
 

All:  Make the Sign of the Cross 
 

Head of Household (HoH): Peace be to this house and to all who dwell here in the name of the Lord. 
 

All:  Blessed be God forever. 
 

HoH:  In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.   
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came to be through Him, and without Him, nothing came to be… and 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory.   
The glory as of the Father’s only Son; full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-3,14)   
Using the chalk, write the following outside above or next-to an entrance: 

                                      20 + C + M + B + 21 
 

All:  Recite the Our Father…  
 

HoH:  Let us Pray.   
Lord God almighty,  Bless + this home, and under its shelter let there be health, chastity, self-conquest, humility, 
goodness, mildness, obedience to your commandments, and thanksgiving to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
May Your blessing remain always in this home and on those who live here; through Christ, our Lord. 
 

All:  Amen,. 
 

            Each room of the house may then be sprinkled with Holy Water –  
        (this is not necessary for the blessing but should be done if Holy Water is available.) 
 

I have to tell you in advance... In years past, some people have been accused of 'tagging' their homes / apartments with 
gang-signs.  Explain to them that it is a special annual House Blessing and ask them to call me with any questions.   
Well, that's it.  My continued prayer for each of you is that the New Year bring you and yours happiness and peace.    
 

                                            Until next time... God Bless-  DT 
 
 
FYI-  For anyone interested,   
     There is still have a small quantity of blessed chalk (available at the Church’s main entrance)  
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                     Mid-Year Enrollment Drive 
                  

             Now enrolling children 18 Months of Age thru 8th Grade 
                       Special Mid-Year Tuition Rates 
       Contact us at www.St-Thomas-More-School.org  or  LBrown@STMCS62.org or at 
                        the School Office at (210) 655-2882 
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          CIVIL UNION?   
 

 Is your marriage recognized by God and the Church?  
              Would you like it to be?   
 

 Every ‘case’ is unique but if you would like your  
 marriage ‘Blessed by the Church,’ we would love to 
 talk with you.   
 

 Contact Fr. English, either of your Deacons or  
 call the Parish Office for more information.  

   

 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
 

 
 

 

        El grupo de oración se reúne los viernes a las 7 pm. 
        Para mas informacion contacte Maria Isabel Hernandez. 

      St. Thomas More English      
         Prayer Group  
 
 
 
   

     Contacts:    Olga Guerrero:    (210) 657-1610 or  
          Stella Lopez:    (210) 618-6977 

 

                  The Covid Virus is ‘hitting’ closer to home…   
              Several of our parishioners have tested positive for the virus. 
           Several others have been exposed to persons infected with the virus... 
  

                        A REMINDER 
 
 

   PLEASE….  PLEASE….  PLEASE… 
 

   If you have been Tested for the COVID Virus… and  the results were Positive…  -or- 
   If you have Tested for the COVID Virus…     and are awaiting the results…     -or- 
   If you have been exposed to someone with the Virus…  
      Whether you are currently displaying any symptoms or not… 
 

   PLEASE…. PLEASE….  PLEASE…. 
 

     Follow the CDC Guidelines!  If you are supposed to quarantine…  QUARANTINE!!! 
     Coming out when you should be home is how this virus spreads…   
 
 

     STAY HOME… TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF…  GET BETTER! 

 

                 Where is Papua New Guinea??? 
 

A number of parishioners have been asking where Fr. Tomy will be going in his next missionary  
assignment.  They’ve heard Papua New Guinea… but don’t have a clue where that is.   
 

Some have asked if it’s in the Caribbean… some have asked if it’s in Africa…  
A few got it right… it’s in the Pacific! 
 

I tried pulling a map from the internet but in the process of copying the map…  
scanning it into the computer as a .jpg file and plugging it in to the bulletin it’s all blurry and not a very 
good quality.   I won’t subject you to that. 
 

Let me just tell you where it is… you can google it yourself if you’d like. 
Papua New Guinea is just North of Eastern Australia…   South West of Viet Nam and the Philippines. 
That should give you a pretty good idea of its location. 
 
He probably won’t arrive there until March.   
As soon as we receive contact information… I will post it for those who would like to keep in contact.  

A pastor was walking down the street one day when he noticed 
a small boy trying to press a doorbell on a house across the 
street. However, the doorbell was too high for the little boy to 
reach. 
 

After watching the boy’s efforts for some time, the pastor 
walked across the street to assist. He stepped up behind the 
boy, kindly placed his hand on the child’s shoulder, leaned 
over, and gave the doorbell a solid ring. 
 

Crouching down to the child’s level, the pastor smiled and 
asked, “And now what, my little man?” 
 

To which the boy replied, “Now we run!” 



 

 

 

This Week at Our Parish   
 

Sunday,       January 3, 2021 
  9:00 am   No Faith Formation (Eng) - Christmas Break 

                 No es ‘adios’…  es ‘hasta luego’ 
                  Que Dios te bendigo Fr. Tomy 
 

Monday,      January 4, 2021     
   Our New Pastor - Fr. Michael English - ‘on-board’ 
                  Welcome…  Fr. Michael!! 
      

Tuesday,     January 5, 2021 
 5:30 pm   Diving Mercy Cenacle - Church 
       

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
       

Thursday,   January 7, 2021 
     

Friday,         January 8, 2021 
   

Saturday,  January 9, 2021 
 9:00 am Faith Formation (Span) - School 
 4:00 pm Reconciliation  
 

Sunday,       January 10, 2021 
  9:00 am   Faith Formation (Eng) - School 
 

  

Saturday, January 9, 2021     
5 pm Altar Servers - (None)  
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Tim 
  Lector - T.Guerrero 
  

Sunday,  January 10, 2021 
8 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim 
         Lector - C.Brown 
 

10 am Altar Servers -   (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
   Lector - M.Briseno 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
  Lector - D+F.Malacara 

 

Liturgical Roles 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday,  January 2, 2021    
  8:00 am  †John TV Duong        by Family 
  †Armando Cruz Lucia      by Family 
  †All Orphan Souls 
  5:00 pm  †Christina Dominguez      by Family 
  †David Krause         by Family 
 

Sunday, January 3, 2021  
  8:00 am  †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
 †Mary Nguyen 
 †Micae Tran 
10:00 am  †William Larson         by Volpenhein Family 
12:00 pm  †Juaquin Bazan         by Isela Bazan 
 †Daniel Antuna & Jose Luna 
     By  Deacon Rolando, Martha and Marisol 
  

Monday, January 4, 2021         
 8:00 am  †The Souls of the Nguyen Family 

  †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
 

Tuesday, January 5, 2021  
 8:00 am  †Mary Nguyen by Family 

 †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021  
 8:00 am  †Rosie Reyes & †Suzell Waller by Eddie Reyes  

 †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
  

Thursday,  January 7, 2021  
 8:00 am   †Hoang Nguyen by Family 

  †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
    

 Friday,  January 8, 2021   
 8:00 am  †John TV Duong by Family 

 †Armando Cruz Lucia by Family 
   

Saturday,  January 9, 2021    
  8:00 am   †Armando Cruz Lucia      by Family 
  5:00 pm  †David Krause         by Family 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2021  
  8:00 am  †Armando Cruz Lucia  by Family 
10:00 am †Genevieve Oswald       by Oswald Family 
 †Ray Dumenil          by Volpenhein Family 
12:00 pm  †Valdemar Gutierres      by Isela Bazan 
 †Daniel Antuna & Jose Luna 
     By  Deacon Rolando, Martha and Marisol 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church Page 4 

 

    Sanctuary Light Intention:     
 

    †Jeff Manning 

Lecturas de la Semana del  jan 4 - 10 
 

Lunes:       1Jn 3:22-4:6; Sal 2:7-8,10-12;  
         Mt 4:12-17,23-25 
Martes:     1Jn 4:7-10; Sal 71:1-4,7-8; Mc 6:34-44 
Miércoles: 1Jn 4:11-18; Sal 71:1-2,10,12-13; Mc 6:45-52 

Jueves:      1Jn 4:19-5:4; Sal 71:1-2,14,15,17; Lc 4:14-22 

Viernes:    1Jn 5:5-13; Sal 147:12-15,19-20; Lc 5:12-16 

Sábado:    1Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6,9; Jn 3:22-30 
Domingo: Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6; 1Jn 5:1-9; Mc 1:7-11 

   Readings for the week of  Jan 4 - 10  
 

Monday:       1Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8,10-12a;  
          Mt 4:12-17,23-25 
Tuesday:       1Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4,7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2,10,12-13; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:     1Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2,14,15bc,17; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:          1Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15,19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:      1Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6,9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday:         Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6; 1Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11  




