
 

 

 

          CIVIL UNION?   
 

Is your marriage recognized by God and the Church?     

       Would you like it to be?   
 

Every ‘case’ is unique but if you would like your  marriage 

‘Blessed by the Church,’ we would love to talk with you.   
 

Contact Fr. Mike, either of your Deacons or  

call the Parish Office for more information.  

 This week marks the halfway point in our season of Lent. Our readings call us to roll 
 up our sleeves and persevere through the remainder of Lent by committing to a more  
 faithful life with Christ. 
  

  In our First Reading from the Book of Exodus, God delivers the Ten Commandments. 
 He commands to not worship any gods besides Him, “For I, the Lord, your God,  
 am a jealous God.” He states that those who do not follow His commands will receive 
 punishment — yet, to those who love the Lord and follow His commands,  
 He will show “mercy down to the thousandth generation.” 
  

These commandments, when faithfully followed, help us remain close to God. They are vitally important to 
our faith. They call us to love God with all our heart, mind and strength and to love our neighbor as our-
selves. God presents these commandments to us with the freedom to follow them or reject them. If we reject 
them,  
we will have to accept the consequences. If we follow them, we begin to understand that these commands 
are not burdensome but rather liberating. It is because of God’s deep love for us that He gifted us with them.  
They will keep us free from sin and death and help us enter into eternal life with Him. And we are called to 
follow them fully as God says, “For I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God.” He does not want a half-
hearted devotion or a lukewarm disciple. As Christian stewards, we are called to follow these command-
ments  
wholeheartedly and to seek His mercy when we fail.  
  

In our Gospel today, Jesus purifies the temple area because it is being misused as a marketplace. He be-
comes angry at their lack of reverence for God. He spills the coins of the money changers and overturns  
tables, saying, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” Those who were 
with Him asked for a sign for doing this and He said, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up.”  No one understood that He was referring to the death and resurrection of His Body.  
  

Jesus witnessed the way people mistreated the temple — the place to worship God and God alone.  
He drives out the evil and works to purify all that is sinful in that place. This is what Jesus wants to do for us 
this Lenten season. He wants to remove all impurity and evil in our lives and within our hearts so that we 
may have a proper dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. So, let us ask ourselves, what areas of our life need  
cleansing? Let us name those areas and invite Jesus to purify us. He became man to take to carry our  
burdens and wipe away our sins. He has given us boundless mercy, but we must do our part to seek it  
and commit to living a more faithful life as a disciple of Christ.  
  

This season of Lent is only halfway done — there is still time to work through our shortcomings and purify 
our hearts for the glorious Easter morning. Let us not waste another moment. Let us commit to living more 
faithfully God’s commandments, let us seek God’s mercy and let us invite God to transform our hearts.  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 

 February 28, 2021      

 Sunday Collection .………...……..  $    3,817.32 

   Vigil Candles………………….......  $         74.50   
    

                              Second Collection - March 6 - 7:   

                      Catholic Relief Services  
                  (Bishop’s OS Appeal) 



 

 

 

                   LENT - A TIME OF GRACE 
 

To continue our ‘talk’ about Indulgences…  If you will remember from last week: 
 

I compared our soul to a table top... made of Mahogany, Cherry, or some other fine wood ... all nicely  
sanded, stained, and sealed.  And sin, then, as a 16-penny nail.  When we sin a nail is pounded into our  
tabletop/soul!  Ugly... what sin does to our soul.  When we go to Confession our sins are forgiven... the nails 
are pulled out.  That's the good thing...  The bad thing is that there are still all those ugly holes and splinters 
where they were pounded in.  Those holes can be thought of as the Temporal Punishment due for our sins.  
(And that, Temporal Punishment, is what is 'purified' in Purgatory.) 
 

Indulgences are granted for various prayers and / or acts of piety and may be Plenary (complete) or Partial.   
Indulgences re-surface your table top (soul).  Holes are filled in, sanded down, stained and brought back to 
its original  purity.  A Plenary (complete) indulgence fills all (almost like a re-baptism)… a Partial fills 
some.  You may obtain an indulgence for yourself or a soul in Purgatory (never for a living person). 
 

To receive a Plenary Indulgence you must:  perform a Sacramental Confession (one Sacramental Confession may 

be used for a number of Indulgences - as long as you are free from serious (mortal) sin), receive Holy Communion,  
Pray for the Pope’s intention and be free from willful attachment to sin (difficult… yes, but not impossible). 
I’ve read that willful attachment may be defined as being comfortable with… meaning a person is more 
comfortable committing a particular sin than with the effort / process required to change (aah… it isn’t so bad…   

I’ve always done it… it doesn’t hurt anyone… etc.).  We forget that promising to change is part of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation!    Anyway, the good news is that we don’t have to be ALWAYS free from that willful  
attachment (which would be impossible)…  but we must be free from that attachment at the time we are  
performing the Indulgenced Act (that… we can do!).   
 

There are a number of ways to obtain a Plenary Indulgences… Some of the more common ways include:  
 

      Read Sacred Scripture for 1/2 hour            Recite the Rosary   
      Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for 1/2 hour    Participate in the Stations of the Cross 
 

and the good news is that if we fail in our attempt to receive a Plenary Indulgence…  
we will receive a Partial Indulgence…   
              Running out of room again…    ‘till next week… God Bless-  DT 
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                PARISH AND SCHOOL CHALLENGE: 
                      40 Cans for Lent 

 

The 40 Cans for Lent program is designed to help fight hunger in the community.   
The concept is simple:  collect cans of food during the Lenten Season.   
                                      A small sacrifice to make a BIG DIFFERENCE in the lives of those in need.   
 

Donate one can of food for each day of Lent as a reminder of the penance we should be doing as we  
prepare for the passion of our Lord.   Our STM school is accepting your generous donation of 
canned goods…   cereal, pasta and other non-perishable food items. 
 

We have a collection bin in the back of the church as well as in the foyer of the school. 
Your donations will benefit the Catholic Charities Food Pantry. 
 

       Thank you in advance for your generosity!.. And… God Bless- 

 

          PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 
                 TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE 
                 Marriage = 1 Man + 1 Woman 
 

                 God’s marriage and the traditional family need our prayers! 
  That is why YOU are invited to join our 2021 Rosary Rally for Traditional Marriage 
 

                        The Holy Rosary 
                      Outside the Rectory Office 
                Saturday, March 20, 2021 @ Noon 
 

          More Information:  David Barrera @ (210) 793-0794 
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“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and saw a poor widow putting in two mites. 
So He said, “…this poor widow has put in more than all” Luke 21:1-4 
 

Countless lives are transformed and uplifted through the Archbishop’s Appeal, thanks to individuals like you!  
We are called to live as Jesus did, sharing our blessings freely with people in need. This is true life in the Spirit.  
Your participation in the Appeal is essential in helping form and educate future priests, deacons, and catechists, as well as provide 
the basic necessities of food, clothing, and other social service ministries that aid the most vulnerable in our community.  
Who is a Christian Steward? We are Christian stewards when we receive God's gifts gratefully, cherish and tend them in a  
responsible and accountable manner, share them in love with others, and return them with increase to the Lord. Being a Christian 
steward is an intentional, planned, proportionate giving of our time, talent and treasure. The Annual Appeal is an opportunity for 
you to grow as a disciple in gratitude for the gifts you have been given. Pray and discern in your heart a gift of love so that others, 
too, may encounter Christ as we glorify His kingdom. Thank you for your prayers and generosity. 
        May God bless you for your willingness to do good so as to win the life that is true life.  

 

 

                 FINANCIAL PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

On the Way - ¡Ándale!  Capital Campaign:  
Believe it or not, it has been 3 years since the Archdiocese initiated the On the Way - ¡Ándale! Capital Campaign.   
It is finally ‘winding down.’  If you remember our St. Thomas More goal was $388,000.   
We didn’t quite make our goal but we did manage roughly 77% of that goal.   
142 (nearly 28%) of our families participated and pledged just shy of $297,000!  Great job!  Thank you all! 
If we had met our goal we would have received roughly $155,000 back from the campaign to use towards our 
local parish projects:  Upgrading the restrooms in the church and Carolan Hall - Done,  
               Constructing an Adoration Chapel - Not done   
              Upgrading the church’s parking lot - Not done 
 

As it stands, we should receive approximately $63,000 back from the campaign.   
(Note… these numbers are my own ‘guestimates’… they are not set-in-stone nor are they necessarily accurate - I never was a whiz at accounting or even 
balancing my checkbook!). 
 

2021 Archbishop’s Appeal for Ministries: 

As you know the Archbishop’s Appeal has changed a bit this year.   
The pandemic has affected everyone over the past year.  Many have lost jobs… incomes are down… etc.  
In view of this, the Archbishop has not given monetary goals for this years Appeal, 
Instead, he is challenging parishes to strive for maximum participation in the Appeal.   
He is asking each parish to strive for at least 25% participation from their families. 
 

We received our first update from the Archdiocese this week… and, things look pretty good. 
Thus far 58 parish families have pledged $15,025…  keep up the good work! 
As far as a Participation percentage, I have not been able to “nail” that down yet!   
It all depends on how many families we claim to have.  The Archdiocese has us down from 253 families up 
to 750 families  (I think the number is somewhere in between… probably somewhere between 350 - 450)  which would put our  
participation level anywhere from 7.7 % to 22.9%.   
         I’m trying to get a good read on the number of families…  I’ll keep you posted.   



 

 

 

      This Week at Our Parish   
 

Sunday,       March 7, 2021 
        NO Faith Formation (Eng) - Spring Break 
 

Monday,      March 8, 2021  
      

Tuesday,     March 9, 2021 
 5:30 pm   Diving Mercy Cenacle - Church 
 7:00 pm   Coro Alegria - Rectory Mtg Room 
   Grupo Choir - Church 
       

Wednesday, March 10, 2021  
 6:00 pm Pastoral Council Mtg - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Thursday,   March 11, 2021 
 6:30 pm CDA Board Mtg. - Dining Room 
 7:00 pm Prayer Group - Church 
  RCIA - Rectory Meeting Room 
     

Friday,         March 12, 2021 
 5:00 pm Guadalupano Monthly Rosary - Church 
 6:00 pm Stations of the Cross (English) - Church 
 7:00 pm  Camino de la Cruz - la Iglesia 
  Coro Alegria - Rectory Mtg Room 
   

Saturday,  March 13, 2021 
        NO Faith Formation (Span) - Spring Break 
 4:00 pm Reconciliation - Church 
 

Sunday,       March 14, 2021 
 **  Daylight Saving Time Begins @ 2 a.m. - Spring Fwd ** 
        NO Faith Formation (Eng) - Spring Break 

  

Saturday, March 13, 2021    DONE 
5 pm Altar Servers - (None)  
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Rolando  
  Lector - T.Garza 
  

Sunday,  March 14, 2021   
 **  Daylight Saving Time Begins @ 2 a.m. - Spring Fwd ** 
8 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim 
         Lector - P.Klar 
 

10 am Altar Servers -   (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim  
 Lector -  M.Briseno 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
  Lector - C.Torres / Gil.Torres 

 

Liturgical Roles 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday,  March  6, 2021    
  8:00 am   †Mary Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen 
  5:00 pm  †Christina Dominguez by Dominguez Family 
 

Sunday, March  7, 2021  
  8:00 am  †Carl & Anny Oswald  by Oswald Family 
  †Baldemar Saldiva                 by Fernandez Family 
 †Marguerite McCoy by Sue McCarthy 
 †Mary Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen 
 †Donald Dotson by Volpenhein Family 
10:00 am  †Ethan Leiber by Briseno Family 
12:00 pm  †Luis Miguel Perez  by Family 
 †Pedro Pena by Dolores Pena 
 †Jose Luis Orozco by Family 
 †Kathryn Sweet by Volpenhein Family 
  

Monday, March  8, 2021   
 8:00 am  †Mary Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen 

 †David Sassenhagen by Hortencia Morales 

 Special Intention - Daniel Acosta  

                   by Lorenzo & Diane Acosta 
 

Tuesday, March  9, 2021  
 8:00 am  †Mary Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen 

 Special Intention - Ezra & Sabella Acosta  

                   by Lorenzo & Diane Acosta 
 

Wednesday, March  10, 2021  
 8:00 am  †Rosie Reyes & †Suzell Waller by Eddie Reyes  

  †Mary Nguyen by Thuy Nguyen 

 Special Intention - Ezra & Sabella Acosta  

                   by Lorenzo & Diane Acosta  

Thursday,  March 11, 2021  
 8:00 am  Special Intention - Daniel Acosta  

                   by Lorenzo & Diane Acosta 

 All Ordained Clergy and Religious 
    

 Friday,  March  12, 2021   
 8:00 am †Kevin McCarthy by Sue McCarthy 

 Special Intention - Ezra & Sabella Acosta  

                   by Lorenzo & Diane Acosta  

   

Saturday,  March  13, 2021    
  8:00 am   †James Rogers 
  5:00 pm  †Adeline & Edgar Richardson by Family 
 

Sunday, March  14, 2021  
  8:00 am  †Geri & Ray Wiater by Sue McCarthy 
  †Baldemar Saldiva                 by Fernandez Family 
10:00 am  †Medardo E. Morales & Evangelina G.Morales 
            by Morales & Briseno Family 
 †Verena Frerich by Volpenhein Family 
12:00 pm  †Luis Miguel Perez  by Family 
 †Jose Luis Orozco by Family 
 †Daniel Antuna, †Jose and Consuelo Luna 
              by Deacon Rolando, Martha & Marisol Guerra 
 †Alicia & Cruz Guerra, Eulalia Almaraz 
              by Deacon Rolando, Martha & Marisol Guerra 
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    Sanctuary Light Intention:     
 

    †Jeff Manning 

Lecturas de la Semana del mar 8 - 14 
 

Lunes:       2Re 5:1-15; Sal 41:2,3; 43:3,4; Lc 4:24-30 
Martes:     Dn 3:25,34-43; Sal 24:4-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Miércoles: Dt 4:1,5-9; Sal 147:12-13,15-16,19-20;  
         Mt 5:17-19 
Jueves:      Jr 7:23-28; Sal 94:1-2,6-9; Lc 11:14-23 
Viernes:    Os 14:2-10; Sal 80:6-11,14,17; Mc 12:28-34 
Sábado:    Os 6:1-6; Sal 50:3-4,18-21; Lc 18:9-14 
Domingo: 2Cr 36:14-16,19-23; Sal 136:1-6; Ef 2:4-10;  
         Jn 3:14-21  

     Readings for the week of  Mar  8 - 14  
 

Monday:      2Kgs 5:1-15; Ps 42:2,3; 43:3,4; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday:      Dn 3:25,34-43; Ps 25:4-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1,5-9; Ps 147:12-13,15-16,19-20; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday:    Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2,6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday:         Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11,14,17; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday:     Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4,18-21; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday:        2Chr 36:14-16,19-23; Ps 137:1-6; Eph 2:4-10;  
     Jn 3:14-21  


