
 

 

As our celebration of Christmas continues, today we observe the great feast of The  
Epiphany of the Lord. The word “epiphany” comes from Greek and means manifestation or 
appearance. The stewardship way of life is one in which we live in grateful response to God’s 
countless manifestations in our lives.  
 

And, as Christian stewards we are all called to manifest God’s love to each other in the  
sharing of our gifts. St. Paul describes this beautifully in our second reading in his letter to the 
Ephesians, saying, “You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 
for your benefit.” We have all been given unique and wonderful gifts from our good and  
generous God. He wants us to share these gifts to benefit others and so to give Him glory.  
 

Our Gospel passage, from Matthew, also has much to teach us about stewardship — through the actions of the magi. 
These three kings from ancient days display many aspects of stewardship spirituality which we can apply as modern-day 
stewards right now. 
 

First, we observe that their overriding priority is on honoring the long-awaited King. The magi travel a great distance in 
search of him. Upon arrival in Jerusalem they immediately begin to ask others where this King may be found,  
unashamedly declaring that they “have come to do him homage.” Is honor and worship of God our highest priority?  
Do we order our lives so that Sunday Mass is the most important act of the week for ourselves and our families no  
matter what else is going on? 
 

Second, we observe that the magi, as good stewards, were watching for  manifestations of God’s presence in their lives. 
“We have seen the star at its rising,” they say.  Good stewards are keenly aware of the “star” of God’s presence and His 
gifts in their lives. It is this awareness that fills them with gratitude and the desire to both worship God and share His 
gifts with others. 
 

Third, we observe in the magi that a stewardship journey is not without its difficulties, its twists and turns. Herod tried 
to take advantage of their goodness, feigning a desire to join them in worshiping the newborn Jesus, in order to hide his 
deadly intentions. Yet God protected and guided them along their way, and through their cooperation with God’s plan, 
He accomplished great things through them. 
 

Fourth, we observe that the magi, upon seeing the manifestation of God’s presence in their lives, “were overjoyed.” 
Good stewards, who live with the awareness of God’s presence and gifts to them, simply can’t help but be filled with 
joy — not necessarily the fleeting and superficial kind of joy that the world promises if we just obtain enough wealth  
or power or comfort — but rather, the deep, unalterable joy that only God can give. 
 

Finally, we observe that the magi were so filled with awe upon encountering the newborn Jesus, that they prostrated 
themselves before him. To prostrate oneself is to make a total offering of oneself in humility, recognizing the greatness 
of the One before them; it is an act of worship. And as a further act of worship, they “opened their treasures and offered 
him gifts.” This is precisely why good stewards generously share their material gifts — as a loving act of worship to an 
extravagantly loving God. 
 

Let us rejoice in God’s manifestations in our lives and be watchful for the new ways He is calling us to share ourselves 
and our gifts in gratitude to our King in the year ahead.  

 

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

   December  29, 2019       

 Weekly Collection…….……........  $    5,054.08 

 Vigil Lights………..…..…...……..  $       206.83 

 Christmas …….…………………..  $    8,566.04 

 Assumption Seminary …………..  $       577.29  
 

          Second Collection:   Jan  11 - 12:   

         Helping Hands Fund 

 

     

  

 
 "I feel it is time that I also pay tribute to my four writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. "           
                                                  - Bishop Fulton Sheen 
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ATTENTION:  ALL EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
                 (a.k.a.  Lay Eucharistic Ministers / LEM) 
 

There are changes coming up soon!   We need to have a meeting to pass this information along. 
 

There will be a brief, but  **MANDATORY**, meeting next weekend, Jan 11-12. 
For your convenience, there will be a meeting after each Mass.  So please… plan on joining us.   
 

Attendance will be taken. 
If you do not attend one of these meetings, you will not be scheduled. 
 

This is for the English Masses only.   
Deacon Rolando will schedule a meeting for the 12-Noon Spanish Mass. 
 

Persons interested in becoming a LEM are invited / encouraged to attend, also. 
A brief training session will follow this “information” meeting. 
                                    Deacon Tim 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord.  It is celebrated on the Sun-
day closest to Jan 6th (this year it falls on the 5th).   
 

The term Epiphany comes from Greek epiphaneia, and means “manifestation.”   
In the early days of the Church it referred to the manifestation of God to the world through the 
Baptism of Christ but in the 4th century the focus shifted to His birth and the manifestation of 
God through Christ to the world symbolized by the three Magi from the East.   
 

There is a special blessing associated with this feast.  Traditionally, a home is blessed by the 
Head of the Household on the feast day (Jan 6th) or on the closest Sunday (Jan 5th), but the bless-
ing may be performed at other times as well.   
 

A House Blessing on the Feast of the Epiphany – January 5/6, 2020: 
Using blessed chalk, write the following inscription over the doorway of the home:    20 + C + M + B + 20 
   (I’ve left a ‘limited amount’ of blessed chalk on the tables at each entrance… help yourself to a piece.) 
 

The numbers on either side reflect the year of the blessing (20-20).   
The letters have a dual meaning.  They are the initials of the traditional names of the 3 Magi: Caspar, Melchior, and  
Balthasar.  They also abbreviate the latin words Christus Mansionem Benedicat… translated: May Christ Bless the 
House.  The crosses represent the protection of the Precious Blood of Christ, whose Sacred Name we invoke and the 
holiness of the 3 Magi sanctified by their adoration of the Infant Jesus.   
 

The inscription is made above the front door so that all who enter and depart may enjoy God’s blessing.     
 

The Blessing Rite is as follows: 
All:  Make the Sign of the Cross 
Head of Household (HoH): Peace be to this house and to all who dwell here in the name of the Lord. 
All:  Blessed be God forever. 
HoH:  In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  He was in 
the beginning with God.  All things came to be through Him, and without Him, nothing came to be… 
and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory.  The glory as of the Father’s 
only Son; full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-3,14)   
Using blessed chalk, write the following outside above or next-to an entrance: 
                           20 + C + M + B + 20 
All:  Recite the Our Father…  
HoH:  Let us Pray.  Lord God almighty,  Bless + this home, and under its shelter let there be health,  
chastity, self-conquest, humility, goodness, mildness, obedience to your commandments, and thanksgiving 
to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  May Your blessing remain always in this home and on those who 
live here; through Christ, our Lord. 
All:  Amen,. 
Each room of the house may then be sprinkled with Holy Water – this is not necessary for the blessing 
but should be done if Holy Water is available. 
 

I have to tell you in advance... In years past, some people have been accused of 'tagging' their homes / apartments with 
gang-signs.  Explain to them that it is a special annual House Blessing and ask them to call me with any questions.  
Well, that's it.  My prayer for each of you is that the New Year bring you and yours happiness and peace.    
 

          Until next time...   Happy New Year!  And…  God Bless-  DT.    



 

 

           

     St. Thomas More  Knights of Columbus - Council #7386 
            24th Annual Valentine’s Dance 
 

              Saturday, February 8, 2019 

           Featuring: “Mark Perales Band” 
              Special Guests:  Henry Lee Parilla and Emilio Guerrero 
            STM Carolan Hall - Doors open at 7 pm / Music 8 pm - Midnight 
                    Raffle and 50/50 tickets on sale 
 

               BYOB (Liquor Only) - (Food, Beer, Wine, Set-ups available) 
 

                    Tickets:  $20 per person (Reserved Tables Available) 
            Information:  Frank Guzman    @ 210-287-1907 
                      Emilio Guerrero @ 210-867-3954       
               Baby-sitting available 7 - 11 pm for $10/child       
            Meal will be provided - Contact Lorraine @ 210-978-6307 

 

      Catholic Schools Sweepstakes 
 

    Catholic Life is once again sponsoring a  
      Catholic  Schools Sweepstakes. 
 

    Raffle Tickets are $5 each… and  
    Each ticket has a chance to win: 
       - a 2020 Ford F-150 Truck, 
       - a 2020 Ford Focus Sedan or 
       - a $20,000 Prepaid Visa Card 
 

 This is a “WIN-WIN” situation!   
 With your raffle ticket you have a chance to win one of these  
 fabulous prizes…  and… 100% of the monies collected  
 comes back to the school! 
 

 That’s the kind of fund raisers I love!! 
 Support our school… purchase a chance or two! 
 

 Who knows… you may be the B-I-G winner. 
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  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
  

 
 
 

 
Prayer Group meets every Thursday in the Church at 7:00 pm 
Contacts:  Olga Guerrero, 657-1610 or Stella Lopez, 618-6977 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 

  
 
 

Que tengan una Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo  
         les desea el grupo de oración en español  
  
 

 El grupo de oración se reúne los viernes a las 7 pm. 

   

 

            Join Fr. Tomy and our English Prayer Group 
           

            for a “walk” through the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 

                 Have questions about our Catholic Faith? 
                     Come… get the answers!          
                Learn what the Catholic Church teaches… 
                    Learn more about our faith! 
     

              Everyone is invited to attend…  Bring a friend! 
                  Thursdays at 7 pm in the church. 

 
 
 

 Right to Life Rally 
 
 

      The San Antonio   
        Right to Life Foundation,  
         (the oldest Profile Group in San Antonio) 

          will hold its Annual Rally to  
                commemorate the unborn. 
 

     Sunday, January 26, 2020  2 – 3 pm 
     Milam Park -  500 W. Commerce St. 
            San Antonio,  78207 
 

  For information call Mary Thomas at: (210) 601-9719 
           or Kay Delaney at:  (210) 342-5334  



 

 

 

This Week at our Parish   
 

Sunday,       January 5, 2020 
  9:30 am No Faith Formation (Eng) - Christmas Break 
 

Monday,      January 6, 2019   
 7:00 pm Ultrea - Dining Room 
 Guadalupano Board Mtg. - Rectory Mtg. Room 
      

Tuesday,     January 7, 2019  
 5:30 pm Divine Mercy Cenacle   
 7:00 pm Grupo Choir - Church 
 Coro Alegria - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Wednesday, January 8, 2020    
10:30 am English Core Group - Rectory Mtg. Room 
  7:00 pm Bible Study - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Thursday,    January 9, 2020 
6:30 pm  PTC Board Mtg. - School Library 
7:00 pm English Prayer Grp - A ‘Walk’ through the CCC  
    with Fr. Tomy - Church 
 RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 Catholic Daughters  Mtg. - Dining Room 
     

Friday,         January 10, 2020 
 7:00 pm   Coro Allegria - Dining Room 
  Grupo de Oracion - Church 
 

Saturday,     January 11, 2020 
  9:30 am Faith Formation (Span)  - School   

Sunday,       January 12, 2020 
  8:30 am KoC Breakfast - Carolan Hall 
  9:30 am Faith Formation (Eng) - School 
  6:30 pm Guadalupano Monthly Rosary - Church 

  

Saturday, January 11, 2020     
5 pm Altar Servers - Z.Hebert, A.Hebert 
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Rolando, DC.John, 
   E.Guerrero, T.Guerrero, L.Volpenhein 
  Lector - S.McCarthy 
  

Sunday,  January  12, 2020  
8 am Altar Servers -  Z.Dempsey 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, C.Brown, A.Schultz, 
   R.Saldiva, M.Fisher 
         Lector -  M.Fisher 
 

10 am Altar Servers -  I.Rodriguez, J.Cantu, (+2 Vol) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, P+R.Mendoza,  
     T.G.Garza, And+J.Perez, E.Rod-Grimsley 
   Lector - S.Saldana 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - Volunteers 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando, F.Tobar, C.Torres, 
    V.Serrano, M.Soltero 
  Lector - R.Borrego / E.Garcia 

 

Liturgical Roles 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday, January  4, 2020    
  8:00 am †Luis Miguel Perez 

 †Vincente & Teresa Hoi 

 In Thanksgiving 

  5:00 pm †Christina Dominguez by Family 

 †Karen Martinez by Family 

 †Christine Haskell by Family 
 

Sunday, January  5, 2020   
  8:00 am  In Thanksgiving 

10:00 am †Maria Elena Ortega          by Nephew / Niece & Family

 In Thanksgiving - 5 yrs since Martin Bellard’s accident 

12:00 pm †Jose Rivera 
 

Monday, January  6, 2019   
 8:00 am †For All Who Have Died 
 

Tuesday, January  7, 2019   

 8:00 am †For All Babies Who Have Died 
 

Wednesday, January  8, 2020  
 8:00 am  †Rosie Reyes by Eddie Reyes 

 †Suzell Waller by Eddie Reyes 
 

Thursday, January  9, 2020  
  8:00 am  †Vincente & Teresa Hoi by Kim Nguyen 
   

 Friday, January  10, 2020  
  8:00 am †Vincente Nghiep by Kim Nguyen 
   

Saturday, January  11, 2020    
  8:00 am In Thanksgiving 

  5:00 pm †Deacon Jerome and †Maura Ciarrocchi 
 

Sunday, January  12, 2020   
  8:00 am  Health - Deacon Paul Charron 

10:00 am †Genevieve Oswald by Family 

 †Paul Blea 

 †Medardo E. Morales          by Morales & Briseno Family 

12:00 pm †Ezquiel Castro 
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    Sanctuary Light Intention:     
 

      †Paul Blea 

 

Lecturas de la Semana del  jan 6 - 12 
 

Lunes:       1Jn 3:22-4:6; Sal 2:7-8,10-12; Mt 4:12-17,23-25  
Martes:      1Jn 4:7-10; Sal 72:1-4,7-8; Mc 6:34-44  
Miércoles: 1Jn 4:11-18; Sal 72:1-2,10,12-13; Mc 6:45-52  
Jueves:      1Jn 4:19-5:4; Sal 72:1-2,14,15,17; Lc 4:14-22  
Viernes:     1Jn 5:5-13; Sal 147:12-15,19-20; Lc 5:12-16  
Sábado:      1Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6,9; Jn 3:22-30  
Domingo:   Is 42:1-4,6-7; Sal 29:1-4,3,9-10; Hch 10:34-38;  
         Mt 3:13-17  

 

   Readings for the week of   Jan 6 - 12  
 

 

Monday:       1Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7-8,10-12a; Mt 4:12-17,23-25  
Tuesday:       1Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4,7-8; Mk 6:34-44  
Wednesday: 1Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2,10,12-13; Mk 6:45-52  
Thursday:     1Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2,14,15bc,17; Lk 4:14-22  
Friday:          1Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15,19-20; Lk 5:12-16  
Saturday:      1Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6,9; Jn 3:22-30  
Sunday:         Is 42:1-4,6-7; Ps 29:1-4,3,9-10; Acts 10:34-38;  
          Mt 3:13-17  


