
 

 

 How easy it is, especially in these times, to be consumed by the cares and distractions of  
 the “here and now,” forgetting about what matters most — living for the Kingdom of  
 Heaven. The stewardship way of life, with its emphasis on the virtuous use of our Time, 
 Talent and Treasure, allows us to embrace daily life and all its demands — with eternity  
 in mind. 
 

   In our First Reading, the prophet Isaiah paints a beautiful and compelling picture of what  
 we can hope for in Heaven. “The LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of  
 rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.” And not only that,  
 our loving Father will personally heal us of each and every suffering we endured during 
 our lives. “The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face.”  
 

How can we say “no” to such an enticing invitation? Yet, so often we are tempted to do just that.  
We ignore our relationship with God, neglect our prayer and sacramental life, and the call to put others ahead 
of ourselves. We prioritize the  “immediate” over the “eternal.” 
 

How do we keep focused on the Kingdom of Heaven? St. Paul shares his secret for an eternity-driven life.  
In our Second Reading from his Letter to the Philippians, Paul says, “I know how to live in humble  
circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I have learned 
the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need.” In other words, 
Paul has learned to live the stewardship way of life. 
 

What is the secret? It is this: “I can do all things in him who strengthens me.” How? Through this: “My God 
will fully supply whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” It is so simple!  
But it is not easy. It takes both courage and humility to live this way. God will supply these to us if we ask. 
 

In our Gospel passage from Matthew, we return to the image of a feast. To describe the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Jesus shares the parable of a wedding feast that a king gives for his son. The king sends several groups of 
servants to call the invited guests to come and join the feast. By virtue of our Baptism, we are the “invited 
guests” that Jesus is describing. How do the invited guests respond? The first group of guests refuses to come. 
Among the second group of guests, “some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business.” Is this how we respond? 
 

Our Heavenly Father is continuously inviting us (reminding us, prodding us) to come and join Him in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Not in a far-off future, but right here and right now. If we will put Him first, partake  
of the sacraments He gives us (especially the gift of His own Son in the Eucharist) we can enter into the  
Kingdom of Heaven right now. And our example can lead others to join us.  
 

So let us embrace the stewardship way of life today! Let us put God first with our Time, our Talents and our 
Treasure, knowing that we can do all of this through Christ Who gives us strength. God is calling to us today 
to live with eternity in mind. If we do this, we will be feasting now and forever! 

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

  October 4, 2020          

 Sunday Collection .…..…...……..  $    5,872.69 

 OnLine Giving ……………….…… $       205.00 

 Vigil Candles………………..........  $         55.73 

 Facilities Improvement…………..  $   375.00 

 Helping Hands……………………. $       150.00 

 Hope for the Future………………. $       267.40  

 Second Collection - October  17– 18:   

        World Mission Sunday 

  

 Please Note:  We are so grateful to those who have 
 continued to give through this pandemic crisis...  
 We depend on our parishioners weekly contributions. 
 

 We kindly ask that you continue to contribute via our 
 usual Sunday Mass collection or by Mailing or dropping  
 off your donations at the church office. 
 

 You may also go to our website  
 (www.ThomasMoreSAtx.org) to donate online through  
 Online Giving or to submit your prayer request(s).  
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     Poinsettias  
 

The  School is selling florist-quality  
Poinsettias for the Christmas Season!  

 

 Plants come in traditional Red, Pink, or White.   
   They come 6-inch pots and are about 16-20 inches tall  
 with approximately 5 blooms per plant. 
 

   Cost:  $12 each 
 

 We are currently taking orders.    
    Please stop by the school’s 
           front office or call  
     (210) 655-2882 to order  
              yours today! 

        40 DAYS for LIFE 
          Through - November 1 
 

  HELP SAVE LIVES IN SAN ANTONIO! 
 

You can protect mothers and children by joining 
this worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for 
an end to abortion! 
 

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach 40 Days for Life has inspired 
1,000,000+ volunteers! 
 

    17,226 babies saved from abortion 
         206 abortion workers converted 
         107 abortion centers closed 
 
 

  Vigil Location:  Outside the Planned Parenthood 
             Abortion clinic located at 
           2140 Babcock Rd. 
    Vigil Hours:  7 am to 7 pm, Mon - Sat 
  Local Contact: Kathy Nix -  info@sacfl.org 
 

  Get Involved - Sign up for prayer times.   
  Visit:   40DaysForLife.com/SanAntonio 
             or 
         www.sacfl.org 

 

  CALLING ALL PRAYER WARRIORS 
 

       November 3rd is fast approaching.   
     We need to take this election day seriously! 
       The fate of our country is at stake! 
 

     Let us pray the rosary everyday  for guidance and help! 
       Pray for the leaders of our country. 
 

            Thank you…  and…      God Bless- 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

        El grupo de oración se reúne los viernes a las 7 pm. 
        Para mas informacion contacte Maria Isabel Hernandez. 

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
 

 The English Prayer Group is not meeting  every week.. 
 

       We will keep you posted... 
 In the mean time…  continue praying for the end of the  
    Corona Virus, for our church and our country  
 

    Contacts:    Olga Guerrero:    (210) 657-1610 or  
         Stella Lopez:    (210) 618-6977 

St. Thomas More Child Development Center 

Accepting children 18 months+ 
STMCDC offers a faith based program that focuses on the developmental, academic,  

and spiritual growth of the young child. Children will be given opportunities to grow their 
social, emotional and intellectual skills in a safe environment that builds up God’s kingdom. 

 

STMCDC is open from 7:00AM-6:00PM. 
 

For more information contact the school office @ (210)655-2882 
 

1But Jesus called them to him, saying "Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them;  
for to such belongs the Kingdom of God."     -Luke 18:16  

 
 

     St. Gerard High School Alumni  
            Memorial Mass  
 

  Sunday, November 8th at 2 pm  
  St. Gerard Catholic Church, 1523 Iowa St.  
   (corner of Iowa and S. Gevers Streets) 
 

  This Special Mass will be held to remember the  
  Deceased Alumni of St. Gerard High School.  
 

  Any updates, please send to: Liz Garcia Smith,     
        lilnwil@earthlink.net   
 

  The Mass will be live-streamed (Facebook & YouTube) 
       the link is not available as of yet  
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  Question:  Does chewing gum break the fast before Communion? 
 

 Answer:   If you look in Canon Law or in the Catechism, there is no mention of chewing gum.  
         I guess it does not rate the attention of the universal church!  
 

        The Church requires us to fast for one hour before we receive the Eucharist.  
         Basically, we are to refrain from food and drink, not including water or medicine.  
 

         There are also exceptions for people who are ill. Overall, the fast is intended for  us to prepare  
         ourselves to receive the Eucharist and in some small way to literally as well as spiritually hunger  
         for what we are about to receive.  
 

         Chewing gum, while not really food, does at least break the spirit of the fast.  
         Besides that, it is a distraction and rude.  
 

         What do you do with the gum when it is time to receive  Communion?  
         People have actually come to the altar chewing away,  oblivious to what they were doing or  
         Who they were receiving.  
 

         At best, it is distracting and irreverent.  
         At worst, it adds a barrier to giving our best to receiving God's best 

 

God gives us an invitation to have an abundant life.  
The banquet is ready, and the tables are set. Come!  
There is so much to attend to in the everydayness of our 
lives. We have plans, after all. There is never enough time 
and so much that needs to be done. There is work,  
children, and grandchildren, paying the bills, planning for 
retirement, figuring out the details of our next vacation, 
making sure we are on top of our game with work,  
planning social engagements, answering emails, texts, and 
getting our latest pictures on Facebook. There is  
always something. What is this about some banquet? 
 

I need another party and commitment like a hole in the 
head. I can’t manage what I already have, and someone is 
asking me to do more! Seriously? I saw the invitation;  
I think it came in the mail the other day. Did I leave it on 
the table? Oh wait, it may have gotten thrown away.  
 

I can’t remember. In any case, I’m managing things  
pretty well on my own, I think. Thanks for thinking of me, 
but no thanks. My life is only as good as I make it and  
I have to be sure that all is in order! Oh, another  
invitation came today! This guy’s being persistent.  
Now, I’m getting angry. I wish he would just leave me 
alone and stop with this invitation nonsense. 
 

I woke up feeling a bit unsettled this morning.  
The kids have left the house, the grandchildren are busy 
with their lives, my retirement fund is losing ground,  
I’m worried about my health, folks have moved away,  
and I find myself alone. I am unhappy. I remember  
getting an invitation some time ago to a banquet  
promising new life and life in abundance.  
 

Did I miss something? I think I may have.  
I am finally discovering that life is not about me and my 
world. I think I’ve ignored the God who made me and the 
God who is the reason for my life, my hope, and my joy. 
It’s always been about me.  
I have not really discovered Eternal Love. 
 

Is the invitation still open? Can I come to the banquet?  
I think I’d like to come. 

 
 
El domingo pasado se hablaba de la viña, y ahora en  
estas lecturas encontramos imágenes fundamentales del 
banquete, tanto en la primera lectura como en el  
Evangelio.  
 

Banquete, signo vivo de comunión, de diálogo y de  
intimidad de Dios con su pueblo.  
La cena de los justos, de los que practican la  
misericordia sin importar sus propios intereses.  
 

“Está preparado para todos los pueblos, en este cerro, 
una comida con jugosos asados y buenos vinos,  
un banquete de carne y vinos escogidos”. (Isaías 25:6). 
Isaías nos ayuda a comprender mejor lo que el Señor 
Jesús pronuncia en la parábola de la Liturgia de hoy. 
 

El Evangelio nos habla de un rey que preparaba las  
bodas de su hijo. “He preparado un banquete, ya hice 
matar terneras y otros animales gordos y todo está a 
punto.  
 

Vengan, pues, a la fiesta de la boda”.  
Pero nos dice la narración que los invitados no hicieron 
caso a tan honrosa invitación. ¿De qué banquete habla la 
parábola? ¿De qué traje de fiesta habla el rey?  
Pues, no hay que pensarlo mucho.  
Para nosotros el banquete nuevo es la Eucaristía, el traje 
de fiesta es la gracia para poder participar de la fiesta.  
 

En cada Misa, el sacerdote nos presenta a Jesús  
Eucaristía. Recordemos lo difícil que fue para nosotros 
los meses pasados, cuando no podíamos ir a la iglesia a 
participar de la Eucaristía y comulgar. ¿Lo recuerdas?  
 

Teníamos que conformarnos con ver la Misa por los  
medios de comunicación y al final rezar la comunión 
espiritual. Ahora, esperamos esté todo 
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    Sanctuary Light Intention:     
 

      †Vincente Nhiep 
   †Vicente & Teresa Hoi 

 

This Week at our Parish   
 

Sunday,       October  11, 2020 
  9:00 am Faith Formation (Eng) - School 
 

Monday,      October  12, 2020 
      

Tuesday,     October  13, 2020 
       

Wednesday, October  14, 2020 
       

Thursday,   October  15, 2020 
 7:00 pm RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
     

Friday,         October  16, 2020 
  

Saturday,  October  17, 2020 
  9:00 am Faith Formation (Span) - School 
 4:00 pm Reconciliation - Rectory Court Yard   

Sunday,       October  18, 2020 
  9:00 am Faith Formation (Eng) - School 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday,  October  10, 2020    
  8:00 am In Thanksgiving 

  5:00 pm  †Ray DuMenil           by Family 
  †Mary Nguyen         by Family 
  †David Krause         by Wife 
 

Sunday, October  11, 2020  
  8:00 am  †Edward & Lorena Shortner    by Fabian & Anabelle Biemer 

 60th Anniversary - Fabian & Anabelle Biemer  

10:00 am  †Medardo G. Morales            by Morales / Briseno Family 

  †Evangelina G. Morales     by Family 
 †Joe Garcia           by Knights of Columbus 
12:00 pm  †Jose Alcantar 
  5:00 pm  †Efrain Garza 

 

Monday, October 12, 2020       
 8:00 am †Mary Nguyen by Family 

 In Thanksgiving 
 

 Tuesday, October  13, 2020    

 8:00 am STM Parishioners 
 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020   
 8:00 am  †Pual Nguyen by Family 

 †Rosie Reyes & †Suzell Waller by Eddie Reyes 
  

Thursday,  October  15, 2020   
 8:00 am  †Will Larson                         by Richard & Dorothy Perez 
   

 Friday,  October  16, 2020   
 8:00 am  In Thanksgiving 
   

Saturday,  October  17, 2020    
  8:00 am STM Parishioners 

  5:00 pm   †Mary Nguyen         by Family 
  †David Krause         by Wife 
 

Sunday, October  18, 2020  
  8:00 am  †John TV Duong by Elda Garcia 

10:00 am  †Mardonio M. Serratos by Family 

  †Mary Nguyen         by Family 
 †Joe Garcia           by Knights of Columbus 
12:00 pm  †Adelina Cortez         by Family Cortez 
  †Lourdes Olmedo Martinez   by Family 
  †Vinicio Vera Silva       by Family 
  †August Koontz         by Martha Cisneros 
  5:00 pm  STM Parishioners 

 

Lecturas de la Semana de  oct 12 - 18 

Lunes:       Gal 4:22-24,26-27,31-5:1; Sal 113:1-7;  
             Lc 11:29-32 

Martes:     Gal 5:1-6; Sal 119:41,43-45,47,48; Lc 11:37-41 

Miércoles: Gal 5:18-25; Sal 1:1-4,6; Lc 11:42-46 
Jueves:      Ef 1:1-10; Sal 98:1-6; Lc 11:47-54 
Viernes:    Ef 1:11-14; Sal 33:1-2,4-5,12-13; Lc 12:1-7 
Sábado:     Ef 1:15-23; Sal 8:2-7; Lc 12:8-12 
Domingo:  Is 45:1,4-6; Sal 96:1,3-5,7-10; 1Tes 1:1-5;  
         Mt 22:15-2  

 
 

    Readings for the week of  Oct 12 - 18 

 

Monday:      Gal 4:22-24,26-27,31-5:1; Ps 113:1b-7;  
          Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday:      Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41,43-45,47,48; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4,6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday:    Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1,2-6; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday:         Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2,4-5,12-13; Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday:     Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-7; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday:        Is 45:1,4-6; Ps 96:1,3,4-5,7-10; 1Thes 1:1-5;  
          Mt 22:15-2  

 

 Saturday, October 17, 2020    
5 pm Altar Servers - (None)   
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Tim 
  Lector - M.Fisher 
  

Sunday,   October  18, 2020   
8 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim 
         Lector - M.Torres 
 

10 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
   Lector - Abi.Perez 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
  Lector - A.Martinez / E.Marshall 
 

 5 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers -    
  Lector - Volunteer 




