
 

 

 

 Today’s readings encourage us Christian stewards to always be mindful of who we are 
 and Whose we are in every aspect of our lives. 
 
 Our First Reading, from Isaiah, takes us back to the very foundation of our faith.  
 The prophet, serving as the “voice” of God, proclaims, “I am the LORD and there is no 
 other, there is no God besides me.” This is a powerful reminder of a fundamental truth. 
 But it is easy to lose sight of this truth in our fast-paced, stressed-out, digital world.  
 As disciples of Christ, we must make intentional choices each day as to how we spend 
 our Time, Talents and Treasure so that each of these aspects of our lives proclaim that  
 we indeed serve God and God alone.  
 

Putting God first in all areas of life takes real courage, especially in this day and age. But we should not be 
afraid to live boldly for Christ. St. Paul reminds us of the power we have been given along with the gift of our 
faith. He says to the Thessalonians in our Second Reading (and we can claim these words for ourselves) that 
“our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much  
conviction.” Through our Baptism, and with the graces given to us in the Eucharist, Reconciliation, the Word 
of God, and the strength we find in each other in our faith family, we have everything we need to embrace the 
call to the stewardship way of life. We belong to God, and there is no other, after all. 
 
Jesus reminds us of this truth in our Gospel passage today as He cleverly puts the Pharisees in their place  
during their attempt to verbally entrap Him. They ask Him whether it is lawful to pay the tax to Caesar.  
This tax was a daily reminder to the Jewish people of their humiliating status of occupation by the Roman 
Empire. The Pharisees thought they had laid a perfect trap for Christ. If He agreed that the tax should be paid, 
He would disappoint His followers. If he replied that it should not be paid, He and His followers would be in 
real trouble with the Romans.  
 
But the Pharisees were thinking small. Christ, on the other hand, thinks big. We all know how the story goes. 
Christ asks to see the coin that pays the tax and has them state whose image is on it. They of course, reply, 
“Caesar.” In response Christ tells them to “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs 
to God.” With that, He reminds us that while civil authorities should be obeyed, we answer to an infinitely 
higher Authority, God, Who is Lord of everything and everyone. All things and all people were created by 
God. In Baptism we have been claimed for Christ. Our lives are a gift from God and we have the privilege and 
responsibility to use every aspect of our lives in grateful response to Him.  
 
Let us joyfully give thanks to this wonderful God by the way we live our daily lives. We belong to Him and 
there is no other!  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

  October 11, 2020          

 Sunday Collection .…..…...……..  $    4,073.83 

 OnLine Giving ……………….…… $       375.00 

 Vigil Candles………………..........  $       240.00 

 Facilities Improvement…………..  $   286.00 

 

 Second Collection - October  24 – 25:   

        No Second Collection 

  

 Please Note:  We are so grateful to those who have 
 continued to give through this pandemic crisis...  
 We depend on our parishioners weekly contributions. 
 

 We kindly ask that you continue to contribute via our 
 usual Sunday Mass collection or by Mailing or dropping  
 off your donations at the church office. 
 

 You may also go to our website  
 (www.ThomasMoreSAtx.org) to donate online through  
 Online Giving or to submit your prayer request(s).  
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     Poinsettias  
 

The  School is selling florist-quality  
Poinsettias for the Christmas Season!  

 

 Plants come in traditional Red, Pink, or White.   
   They come 6-inch pots and are about 16-20 inches tall  
 with approximately 5 blooms per plant. 
 

   Cost:  $12 each 
 

 We are currently taking orders.    
    Please stop by the school’s 
           front office or call  
     (210) 655-2882 to order  
              yours today! 

        40 DAYS for LIFE 
          Through - November 1 
 

  HELP SAVE LIVES IN SAN ANTONIO! 
 

You can protect mothers and children by joining 
this worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for 
an end to abortion! 
 

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach 40 Days for Life has inspired 
1,000,000+ volunteers! 
 

    17,226 babies saved from abortion 
         206 abortion workers converted 
         107 abortion centers closed 
 
 

  Vigil Location:  Outside the Planned Parenthood 
             Abortion clinic located at 
           2140 Babcock Rd. 
    Vigil Hours:  7 am to 7 pm, Mon - Sat 
  Local Contact: Kathy Nix -  info@sacfl.org 
 

  Get Involved - Sign up for prayer times.   
  Visit:   40DaysForLife.com/SanAntonio 
             or 
         www.sacfl.org 

 

  CALLING ALL PRAYER WARRIORS 
 

       November 3rd is fast approaching.   
     We need to take this election day seriously! 
       The fate of our country is at stake! 
 

     Let us pray the rosary everyday  for guidance and help! 
       Pray for the leaders of our country. 
 

            Thank you…  and…      God Bless- 

Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

        El grupo de oración se reúne los viernes a las 7 pm. 
        Para mas informacion contacte Maria Isabel Hernandez. 

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
 

 The English Prayer Group is not meeting  every week.. 
 

       We will keep you posted... 
 In the mean time…  continue praying for the end of the  
    Corona Virus, for our church and our country  
 

    Contacts:    Olga Guerrero:    (210) 657-1610 or  
         Stella Lopez:    (210) 618-6977 

St. Thomas More Child Development Center 

Accepting children 18 months+ 
STMCDC offers a faith based program that focuses on the developmental, academic,  

and spiritual growth of the young child. Children will be given opportunities to grow their 
social, emotional and intellectual skills in a safe environment that builds up God’s kingdom. 

 

STMCDC is open from 7:00AM-6:00PM. 
 

For more information contact the school office @ (210)655-2882 
 

1But Jesus called them to him, saying "Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them;  
for to such belongs the Kingdom of God."     -Luke 18:16  

 
 

     St. Gerard High School Alumni  
            Memorial Mass  
 

  Sunday, November 8th at 2 pm  
  St. Gerard Catholic Church, 1523 Iowa St.  
   (corner of Iowa and S. Gevers Streets) 
 

  This Special Mass will be held to remember the  
  Deceased Alumni of St. Gerard High School.  
 

  Any updates, please send to: Liz Garcia Smith,     
        lilnwil@earthlink.net   
 

  The Mass will be live-streamed (Facebook & YouTube) 
       the link is not available as of yet  
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Question: Why Does the Church Have Different Liturgical Cycles? 
 

Answer:  While most Catholics know that the Church Year is divided into various seasons (e.g. Advent, Christmas, Ordi-
nary Time, etc.), many are unaware that the one Church Year is not like the one that follows. While the main seasons and 
feasts are the same from year to year, the 3-year cycle for Sundays and the 2-year cycle for weekdays means that, as a general 
rule, the readings in the Lectionary that we hear at Mass will change from year to year, helping us to have a richer encounter 
with Sacred Scripture. Each new cycle begins with the beginning of the liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

The reasoning behind this innovation is outlined in Sacrosanctum Concilium, the “Dogmatic Constitution on the Sacred  
Liturgy” of the Second Vatican Council: “The treasures of the bible are to be opened up more lavishly, so that richer fare may 
be provided for the faithful at the table of God's word. In this way a more representative portion of the holy scriptures will be 
read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of years” (no. 51). This was fully achieved in 1969 when the new  
cycles of readings were approved by Pope Saint Paul VI. To learn more about the Liturgy of the Word within the Mass, visit:  
 www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-word/index.cfm 

 

It is getting close to Election Day and I suppose most of us have an idea of how we will cast our vote.  
We have tried to discern where candidates stand on important issues and what type of leader they might be if elected. 
However, there is a good chance that when we go into a voting booth, we will cast at least one vote for a person who we 
never heard of and to do a job we do not understand. We know the more notable people in the more notable contests,  
but some of those on the ballot as we get further into it?  Who knew that was going to be on there? 
 

In life we will at times be asked to make a choice about something or someone we know little about.  
Our choices will not always be as informed as we would like. Then, when we do know some information needed to make a 
choice, we still don’t know everything. We may support a candidate and not really know him or her personally. 
 

When God chose you and me, He had all the information needed to make the choice. The crazy thing is He chose us  
anyway! He knew we would sin, turn our backs on Him, and sometimes not be very good ambassadors for Him.  
However, He still chose us because He loves us. We are a chosen people. We are His own. I don’t know about you,  
but if given the chance I am not sure I would have chosen myself. I rejoice that God sees in me something that at times 
seems hidden to me. 

                 

      2020 Church Raffle Winners 
 
  

    1. $3000 Gift Card - Fred Sanchez 
    2. $1500 Gift Card - Albert Perales 
    3. $500   Gift Card - Blanca Aguillon 
    4. $500   Gift Card - Marta Dixon 
    5. $250   Gift Card - L.Silvas 
    6. $250   Gift Card - American Laundry Distributors, Inc.  
    7. $250   Gift Card - Jennifer Soto 
    8. $250   Gift Card - Raquel Sanchez 
    9. $250   Gift Card - Chelsa Robledo 
  10. $250   Gift Card - Rocio Torres 
 
 

   A heartfelt “Thanks” to everyone who supported this raffle!  
    Especially to Melissa and Joe Silerio - our Festival Chairpersons. 
 
   Raffle Recap:  Ticket Sales:  $10,435 
              Donations:  +  4,890 
      Total Sales + Donations:   $15,325 
               Prizes:   -   7,000 
              Net Profit: $  8,325  

 

                    Novena for All Souls - Instructions 
 

We will begin our Novena for the Holy Souls in Purgatory  on Monday, November 2nd - All Souls Day.   
 

You may use the All Souls envelope found in your  contribution envelope box to record the names of those you   
wish to remember, or… simply type / write your list, turn  it in to the Parish Office or place it in the collection basket. 
 

Unfortunately, limited space prevents all names from being listed in the Mass-Intention portion of the bulletin.   
But…  Rest assured that all intention envelopes / lists will be placed on the altar and all souls on the lists…  
as well as all the Holy Souls in Purgatory will be remembered in the Mass intentions for the day.   
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    Sanctuary Light Intention:     
 

      †Vincente Nhiep 
   †Vicente & Teresa Hoi 

 

This Week at our Parish   
 

Sunday,       October  18, 2020 
  9:00 am   Faith Formation (Eng) - School 
 

Monday,      October  19, 2020 
      

Tuesday,     October  20, 2020 
       

Wednesday, October  21, 2020 
       

Thursday,   October  22, 2020 
 7:00 pm RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
     

Friday,         October  23, 2020 
  

Saturday,  October  24, 2020 
 9:00 am   Faith Formation (Span) - School 
 4:00 pm Reconciliation - Rectory Court Yard   

Sunday,       October  25, 2020 
  9:00 am   Faith Formation (Eng) - School 

Mass Intentions       
 

 

Saturday,  October  17, 2020    
  8:00 am STM Parishioners 

  5:00 pm   †Mary Nguyen         by Family 
  †David Krause         by Wife 
 

Sunday, October  18, 2020  
  8:00 am  †John TV Duong by Elda Garcia 

10:00 am  †Mardonio M. Serratos by Family 

  †Mary Nguyen         by Family 
 †Joe Garcia           by Knights of Columbus 
12:00 pm  †Adelina Cortez         by Family Cortez 
  †Lourdes Olmedo Martinez   by Family 
  †Vinicio Vera Silva       by Family 
  †August Koontz         by Martha Cisneros 
 †Jose Luna & Daniel Antuna  
      by Deacon Rolando, Martha & Marisol  
  5:00 pm  STM Parishioners 

 

Monday, October 19, 2020     
 8:00 am  In Thanksgiving 

  All the Orphan Souls 
 

 Tuesday, October  20, 2020    

 8:00 am †Juan Mireles Lara by Family 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020   
 8:00 am  †Rosie Reyes & †Suzell Waller by Eddie Reyes 

   For Everyone Who Has Died  
  

Thursday,  October  22, 2020   
 8:00 am  †Pual Nguyen by Family 
   

 Friday,  October  23, 2020   
 8:00 am  In Thanksgiving 
   

Saturday,  October  24, 2020    
  8:00 am All the Orphan Souls 

  5:00 pm   †Luis Miguel Perez       by Family 
  In Thanksgiving 
 

Sunday, October  25, 2020  
  8:00 am  †Louis & Mary Biemer   by Fabian & Annabelle Biemer 

 †Sigifredo & Martina Sepulveda by M/M Sigi Sepulveda 

 In Thanksgiving 

10:00 am  †Abel Sanchez by Sanchez Family 

  †Misty Dawn Espinoza     by Family 
 †Jeremy Espinoza          by Irene & Pablo Negrete 
 †Joe Garcia           by Knights of Columbus 
12:00 pm  †Luis Miguel Perez       by Family  
 †Jose Luna & Daniel Antuna  
      by Deacon Rolando, Martha & Marisol   5:00 pm   
5:00 pm  STM Parishioners 

 

Lecturas de la Semana de  oct 19 - 25 

Lunes:       Ef 2:1-10; Sal 100:1-5; Lc 12:13-21 
Martes:     Ef 2:12-22; Sal 85:9-14; Lc 12:35-38 
Miércoles: Ef 3:2-12; Is 12:2-6; Lc 12:39-48 
Jueves:      Ef 3:14-21; Sal 33:1-2,4-5,11-12,18-19;  
         Lc 12:49-53 
Viernes:    Ef 4:1-6; Sal 24:1-6; Lc 12:54-59 
Sábado:    Ef 4:7-16; Sal 122:1-5; Lc 13:1-9 
Domingo: Ex 22:20-26; Sal 18:2-4,47,51; 1Tes 1:5-10;  
         Mt 22:34-40  

 
 

    Readings for the week of  Oct 19 - 25 

 

Monday:      Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 12:13-21 
Tuesday:      Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-6; Lk 12:39-48 
Thursday:    Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2,4-5,11-12,18-19;  
          Lk 12:49-53 
Friday:        Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-2,3-6; Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday:    Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9 
Sunday:       Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-4,47,51; 1Thes 1:5c-10;  
          Mt 22:34-4  

 

 Saturday, October 24, 2020   
5 pm Altar Servers - (None)   
              Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Tim 
  Lector - M.Fisher 
  

Sunday,   October  25, 2020   
8 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim 
         Lector - C.Brown 
 

10 am Altar Servers -  (None) 
 Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
   Lector - W.Torres 
 

12 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Rolando 
  Lector - R.Borrego / M.Cisneros 

 

 5 pm Altar Servers - (None) 
              Eucharistic Ministers -    
  Lector - Volunteer 




