
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     2017 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 
  The Contribution Tax Statements for 2017 are ready! 
  Please contact Lisa at the Parish Office (210-655-5070) to request    
  your copy. 
 
  ¡Las declaraciones de impuestos de Contribution para el 2017 estan  
  listas!  Por favor pongase en contacto con Lisa en la Oficina  
  Parroquial (210-655-5070) para solicitor su copia. 
  

 

  YOUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 

 

January 21, 2018 

Vigil Lights……………..…..………..    $      44.11  

Weekly Collection………….…........    $ 3,524.55 

  
   

  Second Collection for February 3 - 4 

     Facilities Improvement Fund 

 

 

 The homily at Mass is delivered during what we call the Liturgy of the Word. Most of the 
Liturgy of the Word is made up of readings from Holy Scripture. There are three scripture 
readings plus the Responsorial Psalm. Most often the First Reading comes from the Old 
Testament (although during Easter it tends to come from the Acts of the Apostles); the Sec-
ond Reading is often from one of the New Testament letters; and the Gospel Reading is 
always taken from one of the four Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. From the per-
spective of the Church the Liturgy of the Word “feeds the people of God from the table of 
His Word” (Sacrosanctum Concilium). The Responsorial Psalm occurs after the First Read-
ing. The psalm is intended to help us to meditate on the Word of God. 
 

Often there is a clear connection among the readings, but on occasion it is somewhat diffi-
cult to connect them. In the readings for this Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, the First 
Reading and the Gospel and the psalm are clearly closely connected; the Second Reading 
is to some extent more vague in its connection. 
 

We are accustomed to hearing about Moses (Moshe in Hebrew). The first five books of the 
Old Testament are called the Pentateuch, which is formed by two Greek words, pente, 

which means five, and teuchos, which means book. The Pentateuch is also called “the five books of Moses.” It consists 
of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
 

Our First Reading today is from the Book of Deuteronomy. Moses is considered by many to be “the greatest prophet 
and teacher” in the Old Testament; in fact the Torah describes him as “the greatest prophet who ever was and will be” 
His influence is so great on Judaism that the religion is sometimes called Mosaism. At the beginning of this reading Mo-
ses says, “A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from among your own kin; to him you shall lis-
ten.” Moses is speaking of Jesus, and it is such a clear declaration that we need to pay attention to this reading and all 
others as well. 
 

Later in the reading Moses quotes God as saying, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their kin, and 
will put my words into his mouth; he shall tell them all that I command him.” When we consider today’s Gospel you will 
understand that statement more clearly. 
 

On the one hand, the Second Reading from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians might appear to be dealing with a 
topic very distant from the First Reading and the Gospel. On the other hand, the inspired Word we find in scripture is 
always related. Many point to this section of the letter to explain the Catholic Church’s stance on unmarried priests, but 
that is not really Paul’s point at all. For Paul the most important thing in life was not romantic love, but pleasing God. 
From his view, he personally could please God better by remaining single. He is not condemning those who are married, 
and he is certainly not saying someone cannot serve God and pursue his or her vocation and calling if they are married. 
 

Paul does make it clear that each of us called and each of us must define and pursue that calling. He wants to put all 
this in what we might call an “eternal perspective.” Unfortunately, there are many single persons who think that being 
single is a distraction. Whether that is a temporary or a permanent state, it should be seen as a special opportunity to 
serve God. 
 

There are two distinct parts to today’s Gospel Reading from St. Mark. The first involves Jesus teaching clearly and with 
authority in the synagogue. We know from where His authority came and was based, but the people at that time were 
“astonished” because this occurred early on in His ministry. Perhaps a more telling moment is the second part of the 
Gospel when Jesus expels an evil spirit. In the time of Jesus there were many who offered the ability to expel evil spirits 
from someone, but they tended to use long and elaborate ceremonies, and they often were not successful. In all of Holy 
Scripture Jesus never failed to cast out a demon. He did not need to rely on ceremonies, because He had the authority 
of God, the same authority to which is referred earlier in this Gospel. 
 

Jesus says quite simply, “Quiet! Come out of him!” That is enough and the reaction of the people is to be amazed and 
the beginning of having trust in the Lord, the same trust we need to have. God needs to be the authority in our own 
lives. We need to comprehend that and to adjust our lives to serve the Lord as good stewards and disciples.  



 

 

            Mark your calendars!! 

          Sunday, February 11th… 

          Our Guadalupanos are planning   

            another trip to the Kickapoo     

            Lucky Eagle Casino in Eagle Pass!  
  

Come join us for a good time!  Seating is limited.  

And filling up fast…    
 

Contact:  Elda Garcia @ 210-421-3040  or 

    William Torres  @ 210-620-2745 

   

  St. Thomas More English      
     Prayer Group  
 

February 1 - Holy Hour - 6 pm 
      Scripture Sharing/Study - Read John 3: 
February 8 - Love of/for Jesus during Lent - Felipa Camarrillo 

February 15 - Fellowship in Rectory - bring something 

February 22 - Suffering - It’s not about the nail - Elizabeth Garant 

Come... experience God’s blessings.  Bring your Bible.  
For more information,  call   Arnold Lopez at 653-4383  
or Olga Guerrero at 210-657-1610. 
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Grupo de Oración 
Familias compartiendo la palabra 

 

26 de enero   -  cantar de los cantares 
  2 de febrero - la Hora Santa 
  9 de febrero - Que significa Miercoles de Ceniza - Rosalba Silva 
16 de febrero - Dios te ayudara - Bertha Raigosa 
23 de febrero - Comienza la Lucha - Martha Cisneros 

 
           St. Thomas More  Knights of  Columbus - Council #7386 
                    22nd Annual Valentine’s Dance 
 

                     Saturday, February 10, 2018 
                    Featuring: “Mark Perales Band” 
            STM Carolan Hall - Doors open at 7 pm / Music 8 pm - Midnight 
 

                       BYOB - Liquor Only 
                    (Food, Beer, Wine, Set-ups available) 
 

                    Tickets:  $15 per person (Reserved Tables Available) 
                Information:  Frank Guzman    @ 210-287-1907 
                          Emilio Guerrero @ 210-867-3954 

 

        DEALING WITH GRIEF? 
 

  Are you or someone you know Divorced, Widowed,  
       or Separated and hurting?  
 

  The February 16-18 Beginning Experience Weekend  
  Retreat will help you deal with the grief process.  
 

  It offers an opportunity for turning the pain of loss into   
  a growth experience.  
 

  People in any stage of life who have experienced such a 
  loss can benefit from the retreat.   
 

  For more information on how we can help, visit  
  http://www.sanantoniobe.org/, call 210-478-0690, or  
  e-mail:  sanantoniobe@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 MAY SHE REST IN PEACE:  May God comfort the  
 family and friends of Christina Marie Bennett who died  
 during the past week...  
 

  Our sincere sympathy and assurances of prayers are extended to  
  Carmen, Claudia  and  the Bennett and Mena families  

 

           THANK YOU!! 
 

  The Catholic Daughters, Court 2683, would like to thank  
   everyone for their support in their “Baby and Mom” collection  
   drive this past month... 
 

  It was a H-U-G-E success… only because of your generosity. 
  Thank you St. Thomas More parishioners! 



 

 

 

           ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN ANTONIO - ARCHBISHOP’s APPEAL 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

We invite you and your family to serve our brothers and sisters in need through the 2018 Archbishop’s Appeal.  
 

Your prayers and gift to this year’s Appeal are essential to continue serving homeless children and mothers; bringing spiritual 
support to the hospitalized; forming future priests and deacons to provide the Sacraments of our faith in our communities; 
providing food, clothing, other social service programs and so much more to aid the most vulnerable in our community!    
If you have already responded to the Appeal… thank you for your generosity! 
 

If you have not had an opportunity, we invite you to pray and consider how you and your family can renew your gift or make 
your first gift to this year’s Appeal.  Every gift… large or small… when added together... can make a difference to someone in 
need! 
 

Pledge envelopes and pencils are available in the pews.  Once completed, simply place your pledge envelope in the collection 
basket.  Online gifts may be made at www.archsa.org/archbishops-appeal or by calling the Office of Archbishop’s Appeal at 
210-734-1604. 
 

On behalf of Archbishop Gustavo and Fr. Kotara…  Thank you for your prayers and generosity.   +May God bless you! 
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This Saturday, February 3rd is the Feast Day of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr…  
We celebrate his feast day with the Blessing of Throats.. As St. Blaise is and has been the 
patron of throat ailments for over a thousand years.  St. Blaise was Bishop of what is now 
Armenia in Turkey and was martyred during the persecution of Diocletian in 316.     
 

St. Blaise studied philosophy in his youth, was a doctor in Sebaste in Armenia, the city of his 
birth, and exercised his art with miraculous ability, good-will, and piety. St. Blaise also 
became a physician of souls.  When the bishop of the city died, he, with the acclamation of all 
the people, was chosen to succeed him.  
 

As bishop, he instructed his people as much by example as by his words.  The great virtues 
and sanctity of this servant of God were attested to by many miracles.   

 

People came flocking to him from all parts of the country for the cure of bodily and spiritual ills.    
Legend has it that a boy who had a fish bone stuck in his throat and was near death was brought to him…  
St. Blaise placed his hands on the boy’s throat… prayed to God... and the boy was cured.    
 

He is said to have healed animals (who came to the saint on their own for his assistance).  
At times he was even said to have been assisted by animals 
 

In 316, Agricola, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser Armenia, was ordered by the emperor to kill the Christians.  
He arrested St. Blaise.  
 

The story goes that  as the governor's soldiers led St. Blaise back to Sebastea, they met a poor woman whose pig had 
been seized by a wolf.  At the command of St. Blaise, the wolf restored the pig to its owner, alive and unhurt. When he 
had reached the capital and was in prison awaiting execution, the old woman whose pig he had saved came to see him, 
bringing two fine wax candles to dispel the gloom of his dark cell. 
 

The story goes that the governor, unable to make St. Blaise renounce his faith, brutally beat him, tore his flesh with wool 
combs and then beheaded him.  He was entombed in the city of his birth, Sebaste. 
 

St. Blaise is the patron throat ailments, skin ailments, wool combers and is also the patron of Paraguay.   
 

Until next week, God Bless-  DT  

            World Day for Consecrated Life - February 2, 2018 
 

  In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and men in consecrated life.   
  This celebration is attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd.  This Feast is also known  
  as Candlemas Day; the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of the world.   
  Those in consecrated life are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples.   
 

  The celebration of World Day for Consecrated Life is transferred to the following Sunday in order to highlight the  
  gift of consecrated persons for the whole church. 
 

  World Day for Consecrated Life will be celebrated in the Church on Thursday, February 2, 2018 and in parishes on  
  the weekend of February 3-4, 2018. 
 

  Please pray for all those who have made commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on their  
  special day.   May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to God’s gift of their vocation. 



 

 

 
 

This Week at our Parish 
 

Sunday,  January  28, 2018   
  9:00 am RCIC - School 
  9:30 am Catholic Schools Week Mass - Church 
 Religious Education - School 
  3:00 pm Catholic Daughter’s Afternoon Movie - Carolan Hall 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 

Monday, January 29, 2018 
   7:00 pm  Ultreya - Dining Room 
 Cenaculo - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Tuesday, January 30, 2018 
  5:30 pm Divine Mercy - Rectory Mtg. Room  
 Educacion Religiosa - School 
  6:00 pm Divine Mercy - Church 
  7:00 pm  Spanish Choir - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 Grupo Choir - Church 
       

Wednesday, January 31, 2018 
       

Thursday, February 1, 2018 
  5:30 pm Confirmation-1 Class - School (8th Grade room) 
 Confirmation-2 Class - School (7th Grade room) 
  6:00 pm Holy Hour 
  7:00 pm  English Prayer Grp  - Church 
 RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 Grupo de Oracion Board Mtg. - Dining Room 
      

Friday, February 2, 2018 
  7:00 pm La Hora Santa - Church 
 Spanish Choir - Dining Room 
 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
 8:00 am Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion - Church   
 1:30 pm Faith Formation Make-Up Class - Rectory Mtg. Room 
       

Sunday,  February 4, 2018   
  9:00 am RCIC - School 
 Grupo Menudo Plate Sale 
  9:30 am Religious Education - School 
  7:00 pm  RCIA - Rectory Mtg. Room 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
5:00 PM  Altar Servers - Volunteer 
               Eucharistic Ministers -  Dcn Carlos, T.Guerrero,  
      M.Fisher, J+B.Hernandez 
     Lector - S.McCarthy 
 

Sunday,  February 4, 2018  
8:00 AM   Altar Servers - E. Morante 
               Eucharistic Ministers - DC Rolando, P.Klar, 
      A.Nutt, M.Monteverdi, J.Blea 
          Lector - A.Schultz 
 

9:30 AM   Altar Servers - V.Lopez, J.Cantu 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, W+M.Torres, 
      E+M.Cantu, P+R.Mendoza 
 

11:30 AM  Altar Servers - Volunteers 
               Eucharistic Ministers - Dcn Tim, I.Bazan,  
      E.Cortez, V.Mompaz, R.Borrego 
     Lector - J+M.Rodriguez 
 
 

Liturgical Roles 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, January 27, 2018  

  5:00 pm †Joe Galvan      by Arnold & Angie  

 †Beatrice Ruiz Falcon by Family 
 †Alejandra Reyes   by Eddie & Rosie Reyes 
 

Sunday, January 28, 2018    

  8:00 am †Jose Alcantar     by a friend 

  9:30 am †Genevieve Oswald  by Parish   

11:30 am †Juaquin Bazan    by Family 
 

Monday, January 29, 2018   

 8:00 am †Ed Richardson 

 †Deceased Members of the Timothy Dagle Family 
 

Tuesday, January 30, 2018  
 8:00 am †Robert & †Dolly Nutt  by Ken & Anne Nutt 
 

Wednesday, January 31, 2018  

 8:00 am †Deceased Mbrs of the Joe Monteverdi Family 

             by Family 

 †Albina Vahalik    by Richard & Dorothy Perez 

Thursday, February 1, 2018   

 8:00 am †Amerigo and †Marie Torretti 

             by Doc & Eileen Adams 

 †Castulo Sanchez    by Fred & Irma Sanchez 
 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

 8:00 am †Vicente & †Theresa Hoi  by Family 
 

Saturday, February 3, 2018  

  5:00 pm †Christina Dominguez  by Family 
 

Sunday, February 4, 2018    

  8:00 am Birthday and Health of Anthony Salazar  

  9:30 am †Salome H. Briseno   by Morales / Briseno Family   

 †Tiodulo Sanchez   by Fred & Irma Sanchez 

 †Herlinda Fuentes   by Sons & Daughters 
11:30 am †Juaquin Bazan    by Family 
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Sanctuary Light Intention:   
†Genevieve Oswald 

Readings for the week of Jan 28-Feb 3 
 

Monday: 2Sm 15:13-14,30;16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2Sm 18:9-10,14b,24-25a,30-19:3; Ps 86:1-6; Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday: 2Sm 24:2,9-17; Ps 32:1-2,5-7; Mk 6:1-6 

Thursday: 1Kgs 2:1-4,10-12; 1Chr 29:10-12; Mk 6:7-13 

Friday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 

Saturday: 1Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34 

Sunday: Jb 7:1-4,6-7; Ps 147:1-6; 1Cor 9:16-19,22-23; Mk 1:29-39  

Las Lecturas de la Semana del  27 enero - 3 febrero 
 

Lunes: 2Sm 15:13-14,30;16:5-13; Sal 3:2-7; Mc 5:1-20 
Martes: 2Sm 18:9-10,14,24-25,30-19:3; Sal 86:1-6; Mc 5:21-43 

Miércoles: 2Sm 24:2,9-17; Sal 32:1-2,5-7; Mc 6:1-6 

Jueves: 1Re 2:1-4,10-12; 1Cr 29:10-12; Mc 6:7-13 

Viernes: Mal 3:1-4; Sal 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18; Lc 2:22-40 

Sábado: 1Re 3:4-13; Sal 119:9-14; Mc 6:30-34 

Domingo: Job 7:1-4,6-7; Sal 147:1-6; 1Cor 9:16-19,22-23; Mc 1:29-39  


